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What The Bible Says

Msg #701 Looking Back

If there is anything we learn from history it is that we don't
learn anything from history. King and Scholar Solomon
said it well when he pronounced that 'There is nothing new
under the sun." As we stand on the last day of a year and
look back on life, I hope we can disprove the former and
project upon the latter of these statements. Learn some
lessons from the year gone by, and understand that you are
not the first person down this road of life. That's why we
purpose to be followers, .. followers of Christ,.. Christians.

Having just come through a marvelous time of celebrating
the birth of our Lord I am drawn to consider what happened
next. Luke chapter 2 was read by Bible believing
Christians across the world on Christmas day, but we often
stop short of it's 52 verses in marveling about Christ's first
advent. That last verse of transition between the Christ's
childhood and his public ministry states that “And Jesus
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man.” (Luke 2:52) When we look back on the
year gone by I wonder how much growth we can find in
these four areas.

Jesus increased in wisdom. At this writing I am in my
early fifties and in pursuit of my 4™ college degree. 1
cannot remember a year when [ was not enrolled in some
college extension course or other, except this one. I'm not
saying pursuing college is the only way of increasing in
knowledge and wisdom but it is a measurable one. What
measurable means of Bible study are you engaged in to
grow in wisdom as Jesus did? Your Bible believing Baptist
Church will have a Bible institute that you can enroll in.
Get enrolled.

Jesus increased in stature. The average American is 30
pounds overweight, making them obese. It's not the
chemical laden sodas, nor the processed sugars, nor the host
of unpronounceable ingredients in our diets to blame, it is
our lack of discipline and temperance. I know I should
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eliminate those three things from my diet but I don't have
the discipline for it. Temperance is an interesting word. It
is one of the 9 fruits of the Spirit of God that is to increase
in us and it is enacted when your mind and spirit tells your
body 'NO' to something that it wants. We are obese
because we have more unpronounceable chemicals in us
than we have temperance. Did you meet some physical
milestones this last year? Increase in physical stature and
endurance, Jesus did.

Jesus increased in favour with God. One of Paul's
prayers for the saints at Colossee and Ephesus was that they
grow in the knowledge of God and his will. If you have
more than 5 close and personal friends in this world your
above normal. Friends are two that spend time together
shareing anything in their lives without thinking less of the
other. Abraham and Moses were friends of God. This last
year were you friends with God?

Jesus increased in favour with man. What kind of
social life did you have in this last year? As a Christian
you are commanded to be the salt of the earth and the light
in the darkness. You can't do that locked away in tight little
circles. When is the last time the light of your Christian
testimony shined on someone lost in the darkness?

This year when you are tempted to 'let old acquaintance
be forgot' take some lessons on life to heart first. What
would Jesus do? Increase.
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Msg #702 A Christian's New Year Start

The Bible says “If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away, behold, all things
are become new.” (2Cor 5:17) The question that looms
before man because he is already proven to be more than an
evolved animal is “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”
The Christian has found the answer to that question in the
salvation experience described in the Holy Bible. The
answer there is also contained in our label that you must be
'IN CHRIST' Now the Holy Bible goes on to describe
characteristics that show up in a person if they are truly
Christian, and this verse is a key indicator of the internal
changes that one finds in himself if that be true. As we step
out into each new year it is always wise to examine ourself,
to insure that we are 'IN CHRIST' and then evaluate ourself
to find old things passing away and all things becoming
new.

The 'Church' itself has become an enemy of the first
examination, so it would behoove you to go straight to the
word of the Apostles. Check out Matthew, Mark, Luke,
John, Paul and Peter on 'Getting In Christ'. Therein you
must, Be converted to enter into Christ in Matt 18:3;
Repent and believe in Mark 1:15; Repent or perish in Luke
13:3; Be born again by belief in John 3:16-18,36, 1John
5:12-13; Believe and call upon Christ in Romans 10:9-
10,13; and Be begotten by the resurrected Christ in 1Pet
1:3-5, 2Pet 1:1-4. There are no sacraments, works,
penance, baptisms, memberships nor confirmation classes
in the marvelous Gospel of Jesus Christ. Are you 'IN
CHRIST' today? It is hard to act Christian. Most don't 'act'
that well anyway. It is easy to be Christian. Stop the act
and get 'In Christ.'

Now, “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. old
things are passed away, behold, all things are become

2

new.” The English language would be well served if it
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maintained it's accuracy (i.e. not modernized) and contained
an Aorist tense. Such a tense would be a combination of
past tense, when a verb started it's action, present tense,
when a verb is currently acting, and future tense,
guaranteeing that the action would continue on and on.
Such would be the verb in this verse 'are passed away’. In
this new year, for a real Christian, we can look back and see
some vices, habits, attitudes and sins that passed away last
year, and some that need to pass this year. In this new year,
for a real Christian, we can look back and see some studies,
habits, attitudes and virtues that became new last year, and
some that need to be added this year. This is a growth
check, don't shrink from it. It was Peter that said “giving
all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and to virtue
knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to
temperance patience; and to patience godliness, And to
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness
charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Be Christian and
have a 'fruitful' new year.

*******_TOC
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Msg #703 A Church Vision Statement
When I worked in the business world it was wise and

required to devise a mission statement, a vision statement,
and a set of goals that would move one toward them. As a
Pastor I have often revisited this wisdom for both our
Church and for individual lives and rejoiced in the fact that
God has already written our mission statement, our vision
statement and our goals. The matter in question is; do you
trust God's written word, or prefer the man made mission
plans for your life and Church? God requires that you trust
in Him and He promises “Blessed is the man that trusteth
in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.” (Jer 17:7) He
also says, “Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the
LORD.” (Jer 17:5)

God's Holy Word, when you believe it, and when you
study it, gives a clear plan and purpose to His Church,
which man of late tries to call a “Faith Based Initiative.”
In the business world, a mission statement answers, what is
my mission? i.e. What do we do? How do we do it? For
whom do we do it? A vision statement contains what you
ultimately envision for your mission or business. And your
goals and action plans guide your daily, weekly and
monthly actions. Jesus Christ told his Church ““ All power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen.* (Matt 28:18-20) This three part commission
is the Churches mission statement. It is very specific and
sequential. You don't add to your number (baptize)
unbelievers, you preach the gospel to them. You don't
teach the world to observe Christian morals, you teach that
to your born again, baptized members, as you preach the
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saving gospel of Christ to the world and the worldly.
God's mission statement does not align well with the man
made pluralistic one used in our mega and modernist
churches. One is blessed, one is cursed, who are you going
to trust? His vision statements includes only two Church
offices, a Bishop-Pastor held by a husband who is apt to
teach and rules his house well, and Deacons who are
husbands which are grave, and rule their houses well (1Tim
3). Modernist churches don't like His mission statement
and can't stand his vision statements. They never even get
to his goals and action plans.

Even as God has missions, visions and action plans for His
Church, He has them for his individual believers as well.
Your mission statement starts with “Ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts
1:8) Your vision statement, written by God, goes on to
contain what He envisions for your walk and life. His
action plans contain direction for your days, weeks, and
months. The action plan includes, by the way, that you be
assembled with other believers (Heb 10:25) on the first day
of every week (Acts 20:7, 1Cor 16:2 ), under the authority
of a Bible believing Pastor (Heb 13:17). You should trust
his statements. “Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
LORD.”
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Msg #704 A Personal Vision Statement

When I was in the military we had a personal 5 year plan
and 1 year plan, looking at where we expected our personal
goals and decisions to take us. As a Christian it is wise to
have a 1 year plan, a 5 year plan and a 1000 year plan. The
mission statement for a Christian is most succinctly stated
by Christ as “Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) Jesus also detailed a
vision statement for each believer in what is truly the
'Lord's Prayer' of John 17. There he states “ And this is life
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. ... For [ have given
unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have
received them, and have known surely that I came out from
thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. ... I
am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world,
but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father,
keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given
me, that they may be one, as we are.” (John 17:3,8-11)
Would that you and I, as Christians, had this as our primary
drive and motivation. To know and be one with our Lord
and Saviour, Jesus the Christ. The apostle Paul is a fervent
example of this priority. His tremendous vitality as a soul
winner, a preacher of the gospel, and outgoing witness was
not drummed up by a motivational speaker or by
maintaining a 'seeker sensitive' mentality. No! Liberals like
Hybels and Warren and their purpose driven vision have
gutted evangelical Christianity of truth and doctrine of
Christ. Paul built his dynamic vitality around this one
thing in Christ's prayer for his believers, to 'know' Christ.
As Paul states it: “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be
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found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is
of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may know
him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the
dead.” (Phil 3:8-11) Knowing Christ, not with a head
knowledge but with an intimate personal daily relationship,
is the vision statement that will fulfill our mission
statement. Striving to know His Love, His Compassion,
His Holiness in an intimate daily walk with Him should be
at our core. Pursuing His prayer life and knowing the
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being made conformable to His death, so that 'l
die daily' that is the 7 fold vision statement Paul had and
that Christ wrote down for us. Don't let some shallow
motivational speaker write your life's mission statement or
vision statement, trust the one that Christ wrote for you.
Put away Hybel's book and pick up His. It is the core of a
true believer. Be purpose driven to know Him and you can
fulfill His mission for your life “Ye shall be witnesses unto

»

me.
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Msg #705 A Hard Look at Sin

The Great Awakening was needed in the mid 1700s and it
came as a result of hellfire and brimstone preaching of the
Word of God. We need to see a Great Awakening again in
America. The first came 150 years after the Word of God,
the Holy Bible was released from the bondage and burden
of the repressive Catholic monastery and openly printed
and distributed. Prior you could have been jailed for
reading a Bible in public. It had been locked away in a
vulgar Latin translation, not legal for distribution to the
common man for 1300 years. William Tyndale made its
availability in English his life's prayer and his his life's
work and it cost him his life. A Great awakening today
would come after the Word of God, the Holy Bible has
been locked away from our society by the ACLU for a mere
47 years. To think that in a free and open and now
pluralistic society the Bible could be banished from every
classroom and federal building is atrocious. It points to
mankind's utter despise and rebellion towards the God that
created him. It should astound thinking people that the
Bible is out and the Koran is in. The one teaching the
gospel of Jesus Christ and the other the aggressive
intolerance of an Arabic religion. The one the foundation
stone of our founding and freedom, the other the foundation
stone of our demise and 9/11 destruction. A religion that
promotes the overthrow of our free government and the
installation of a totalitarian Islamic state is the fastest
growing religion in America. It is high time for Armerica
to bring out some of the hell fire and brimstone preaching
of the Word of God and pursue a new Great Awakening.

In 1741 Jonathan Edwards preached on the text “Their
foot shall slide in due time.” Deut 32:35. America is
standing on very slippery ground, and 'due time' is as likely
now as it was then. He concludes that fitting and famous
message:
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“Now undoubtedly it is, as it was in the days of John the
Baptist, the axe is in an extraordinary manner laid at the
root of the trees, that every tree which brings not forth good
fruit, may be hewn down and cast into the fire.

“Therefore, let every one that is out of Christ, now awake
and fly from the wrath to come. The wrath of Almighty God
is now undoubtedly hanging over a great part of this
congregation. Let every one fly out of Sodom: "Haste and
escape for your lives, look not behind you, escape to the
mountain, lest you be consumed."

That mountain is the rock cut out without hands, the Lord
Jesus Christ. Man's rebellion against his creator is strongly
evidenced in America, their turn to false religion, their
promotion of acceptable sodomy, rebellion against proper
order in home and marriage, even trying now to outlaw the
spanking of a child, believing it takes a village to raise a
child and not just a father and a mother in a home. We live
in slippery immoral times. The Word of God is legally
banished from our children and our children's children. You
should step out of the slippery slime and stand on the Rock,
Christ Jesus.

10
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Msg #706 It Takes a Woman in the Home

For those who believe the Bible, believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, accept Him as Lord and Saviour of their soul,
and are called Christian, the dictates of God put us at odds
with ‘political correctness'. Nowhere is that more striking
than when I report that God made woman for a different
purpose than His created male of the species. With a power
hungry woman seeking our most prominent national
leadership position this dialog will doubtless come to a
forefront this year. The Bible says in Gen 2:15-25 and
throughout, that God created the female our our species to
be the appropriate helper to the male, not the leader for the
male. The Bible reaffirms in 1Tim 2 & 3, and throughout,
that the role of the woman in His Church, “which is the
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth,” is to be one of submission and subjection , not one
of leadership and domination. The Bible reaffirms in Eph
5, and throughout, that the role of the woman in the child
rearing home, where the husband(male) and the
wife(female) are to know each other glorify each other, and
be made one flesh with each other, is to be one of
subjection and submission to the leadership of the husband,
even as Christ is to be the leader in and over the Church. It
is undeniable, Bible! It is included in all the precepts about
the fall of man. Itis included in the curse of Gen 3:16 that
emphasizes, even demands, this ordering of the sexes.

The modernists who do not believe the Bible must ignore
and soft peddle its dictates as they install their women
bishops and feminize the Church. So to we have feminized
our news broadcast, and now our Senate. Satan's desire is
that we belittle God's word, God's purpose, and God's
dictates and now feminize the whole lump. It worked out
so well for him in the garden of Eden that way. (1Tim
2:13-15)

My purpose in writing this brief outline of God's dictates
about the role of women is not political, national or even

11
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ecclesiastical. It is that your marriage and home may be a
taste of paradise here on the earth. It will bot be such
outside of God's order. If any part of God's order of the
sexes herein outlined raises the hackles of your nature, you
need a new nature, a Godly nature, born inside of you. If
your not a born again Christian you will have a natural
rebellion against God's ways of ordering things. Strangely
enough your rebellion against your Creator will make you
intolerant towards Christians who want to order their lives
after God's Word, who want to spank their children , as He
commands, and who call sodomy sin, as He does.
Intolerance towards Christians is the only intolerance that is
politically correct these days.

It is doubtless the more challenging task, and doubtless
the more rewarding, for a wife to be submissive to her
husband. It is also the most rebelled against in our society.
If you will order your home after God's order of the sexes,
he has promised to bless you, to make your way prosperous
and to bring you good success (Josh 1:8) May you decide
to do it His way in your home. If we can get enough homes
doing it His way, it may change America's pulpits to the
proper gender, and even be seen in the voting booths of
America. Jesus said his kingdom was likened to a little
leaven that can leaven the whole lump.

Four ways to tactfully ignore this message:

1) For the next week or two over play your role as the
submissive wife, forcing the husband to make all and every
decision for the home.

2) Slide your manipulating domineering attitude and tactics a
little further underground for a couple weeks till this passes.
Then you can get them back out.

3) Avoid making an overt surrender of your rebellion to the
Lord Jesus Christ who demanded your submission

4) Silently maintain that the Bible is just old fashioned in this
regard and you must stay in control of your home because of
your inept husband. Pretend that God will understand your
disobedience.

12
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Msg #707 It Takes Man in a Home

Jesus' prayer for those who believe on him is recorded in
John 17. It details what Christ desired for his followers and
I have extracted and highlighted four of these desires as
guide stones towards Christian Joy. “And this is life
eternal, that they may know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. ... All mine are thine,
and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. ... that_
they may be one as we are. ... That they might have my joy
fulfilled in themselves.”

Valentines day is not a Christian holiday. It marks the
calendar of the 14™ of February but for one reason, that is to
remind the incorrigible and coarse husband to be a tender
and compassionate romantic towards the one who
surrendered the flower of her youth to appropriate herself
his help meet in life. I know no man that needs no such
reminder, though I know some who don't properly take
advantage of it. As one would expect the effectual recipe
for Christian joy, given by the Lord Jesus Christ in his
prayer for his saints, is an excellent fit in our quest of
marital joy. Throughout the bible God likens our
relationship with him to the marital relationship between a
husband and wife. Consequently the guide for our rightful,
growing, and joyous relationship with the Lord is a good
guide for a rightful, growing, joyful relationship in our
marriage.

Lets look at the four ingredients. First that I might know
my wife. This “knowing “ in the Bible is descript of the
most intimate of a physical relationships, and the most
intimate of a mental relationships, and the most intimate of
an emotional relationships. Knowing God is to be far
deeper than a head knowledge or theology. So too is
knowing our wives. The Bible commands husbands to
“dwell with them according to knowledge.” (1Pet 3:7) Use
Valentines day to mark how much you have known your

13
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wife in this last year and map out how you will improve in
that quest in the year before you.

Jesus said “I am glorified in them.” A marriage that tries
to proportion on a 50-50 basis is duped and doomed. Such
proportioning speaks of division and not union. In 1970 as
a teen, | worked in the Polly-O Cheese plant with coarse
unsaved men. To this day I remember how crude a form
and vulgar a mouth they often spoke of their wives. The
vile mud they slung at these wives was smeared on their
own face. I purposed then toward my fiancée that I would
ever glorify my wife; even as I was to ever glorify my Lord
and Saviour. This knowing, glorifying, and unifying of two
into one flesh is the interweaving of a three fold cord “that
is not quickly broken” (Eccl 4) In America our homes are
more like a frayed knot than a three fold cord, and half of
them are coming unfrayed with child destroying ugly
divorce as their consequence. On Valentines I am reminded
that my marriage needs help, and your marriage needs help.
Let Him be your help. Happy Valentines Day.

14
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Msg #708 Pursuit of Wisdom

In a dream God told Solomon “Behold, I have done
according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an
understanding heart; so that there was none like thee
before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto
thee.” (1Kings 3:12) Three thousand years later, there is
still none wiser than he. The Bible says “And God gave
Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and
largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea
shore.* (1Kings 4:29-30) Of the 3,000 proverbs of
Solomon we have 1,000 recorded in the Bible. In them
Solomon marvelously describes how to pursue after God's
wisdom for yourself. Therein you would find that the fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

In his second book, Ecclesiastes, Solomon starts a new
tact in chapter 7. Consider the wisdom of the advice “The
day of death (is better) than the day of one's birth.” and this
new tact shows Solomon's pursuit of wisdom, in answer to
ones purpose in life. Diligently pursuing purpose under the
sun is here called the “sore travail (that God has given) to
the son's of men to be exercised therewith.” Ecclesiastes is
Solomon's rational in that pursuit, when undertaken without
using the revelation of God. It gives interesting perspective
into a humanist mind.

The subtle change in philosophical direction is marked by
his ended quest for the works of man to be full filling.
Instead he found all such works to be a “vexation of
spirit”. In his introduction Solomon said that he would
travail, in wisdom, but without God he would find all works
to be a vexation of spirit, (1:14) then, without God, he
would find all wisdom to be vexation of spirit (1:17) Up to
this point Solomon has shown that all manner of works is
vexation of his pursuit. (2:11, 17, 26, 4:4, 16) Then in
chapter six, all materialism, whether successful or not, was
shown to be vexation of spirit. Now he is approaching his

15
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second tact which is stated in 1:17 “And I gave my heart to
know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived
that this also is vexation of spirit.” So consider that on
this new approach to the quest before us, Solomon
considers not the good name, nor the day of one's birth, but
the day of death as the wise teacher. In your mind, go to
your funeral, and recognize that “it is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the judgment:* (Heb 9:27) Don't
be foolish with your soul. Solomon's father taught him “Be
wise now therefore,... Serve the LORD with fear, and
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and
ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a
little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.*
(Psalms 2:10-12)

The Apostle James says if any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, nothing wavering, asking in faith. Outside
of God, you will not find wisdom. You might even fall for
the line that the bald eagle evolved from a lizard. There is
no wisdom there, but that is all you can get in our
government school systems. Solomon has been banned and
America is in a mess. Get your children reading the banned
book, the Holy Bible, do it for their souls sake. May
America wisely come back to Jehovah God.

16
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Msg #709 Faithfulness in the Home

The Christian home is the mainstay of stable society and
it's core basis is fidelity. The wisdom of Solomon puts it
this way “Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and
running waters out of thine own well. ... Let thy fountain
be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth.*
(Proverbs 5:15,18) This fidelity is called for in the vows
exchanged on the wedding day, where the love, the
security, and the significance are promised before God till
death do part. These vows are violated in the marriages
that entertain or pursue divorce. And such violation not
only destroys a marriage union, it destroys a home, it
destroys the security of children. God's plan for marriage is
serious and blessing is promised to those who will make it
work, cursing to those who would separate. “What
therefore God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder.” (Mark 10:9) Those in our society who try for
security without marriage vows rub their own errant ideas
into the face of God and their home will not have His
blessing. When a couple marry they grasp a security in
their relationship that is necessary to the human heart.
Such security is mirrored in the words of Christ when he
says to born again believers,” will never leave thee nor
forsake thee.” (Heb 13:5) He would not break that vow to
us, nor should you break yours to your spouse. It brings a
needed security to a marriage, a home and to its children.

A husband is commanded to love his wife as Christ loved
the church. This love is not a gushy way of feeling, it is a
selfless caring for the well being of another. Three things
emphasized by the Lord Jesus Christ, can help secure a love
that could last till death do part. Faithfulness, forgiveness,
and good communication. The first of these is addressed
directly in your marriage vows. The other two are key to
keeping the first active. An important part of being 'one
flesh' is the act of forgiveness. When an act or word in
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your marriage holds grudge or unforgiveness it divides.
Division is directly opposed to the bonding involved in
being one flesh, one mind, one spirit. Holding a hurt that
will be brought up again in a later fight, is by definition,
unforgiveness. Jesus said “For if ye forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But
if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matt 6:14-15) A
forgiving heart is inherently Christian. Unforgiveness is a
problem in life, and a real problem in marriages.

Good communication is a delightful challenge for
marriages. Again, the 'art' of becoming one flesh, one
mind, one spirit, will only culminate with good
communications. I recently read, that a man is alloted a
thousand words per day and the woman twenty thousand. I
am sure that was based on observation not research. But it
is normal for a man to get home from work with only two
words left in his allocation, “Where's supper?” as his
precious wife only used only a thousand words and that on
a three year old! Good communication will be a challenge
in your home. Take the challenge, purpose to be faithful,
forgiving and a good communicator in your marriage. It
can be a taste of paradise here on earth, and last till death
do part. May God bless your home.
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What The Bible Says

Msg #710 Essentials of Marriage, Forgiveness

In defining the institution of marriage the Bible is specific
about some attributes and subtle with others. Forgiveness
is a marital essential that the Bible ties directly to our
Christianity, but does not attach directly to it's discourse on
marriage. Anyone who has been married for any length of
time knows how essential forgiveness is. Anyone who has
seen their marriage crumble and fail could give a
testimonial about an absence of forgiveness. The Bible
gives a command to forgive, a method for forgiveness, and
an imperative to forgive. It says “And be ye kind one to
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” (Eph 4:32) God
gives us example of supreme forgiveness and says in the
Old Testament book of Jeremiah “... for they shall all
know me, ..., saith the LORD: for I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” (Jer
31:34) The hardest part of your forgiveness will be to
'remember their sin no more'. That is the part of divine
forgiveness which we often lack. After a time, when we get
into a marital fight we bring up a trespass that was long ago
'forgiven and forgotten.' But it wasn't, if we bring it up
again in a later conversation or fight. Look at what Christ
taught about our shallow forgiveness methods, “For if ye
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matt
6:14-15) Complete forgiveness will be challenging to your
old nature. If your born again God gives you a new nature
wherein you can do all things through Jesus Christ our
Lord, ... Even completely forgive.

For your marriage, for your family, examine these four
excellent steps to forgiveness.

1. Choose with your free will to forgive. Forgive
consciencely and on purpose.
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2. Make the promise to lift the burden of guilt from the

person as far as the wrong against you is concerned.
Remember the person's sin no more - never mentioning it
again to the person, to others, or to yourself, even by
innuendo.

3. Seal your forgiveness with your behavior,
demonstrating love in suitable ways with tenderhearted
kindness, and doing what the Bible shows you to be right in
the situation.

4. Trust God to allow you to forget and to renew your
mind with new attitudes.

What happens when you will not forgive?

1. If you hold on to your resentments, they will turn to
bitterness. As a result, your life will be poisoned, and
others lives, too “Looking diligently lest any man fail of
the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up
trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;” (Heb 12:15)

2. By refusing to release the burden of the other person's
wrong against you and choosing to carry that burden
yourself, you will become crippled in the living of your
life. “And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which
is lame be turned out of the way, but let it rather be healed.
Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which