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Preface

In reading Thiessen, an Evangelical Protestant's 1949 Introductory
Lectures in Theology and comparing Doerksen's 1979 Revision of the
same, and then comparing each to Cambron, a Fundamentalist Baptist's
1954 Bible Doctrines work, the failure of the reformed theologian to spiral
into a truly Biblical systematic theology is apparent. Protestants, as
reformers reforming an apostate Catholic doctrine, have not and cannot
produce a Biblical systematic theology. The Catholic doctrines steeped
into the reformed theologian's background cause him to have certain errant
concepts locked into place before he ever opens his Bible. Augustinian
philosophies about predestination, concepts about millennial reign of
Christ, about original sin of man, about the depravity of man and the
creation of his soul, concepts which pit the decrees of God against the free
will of man, concepts that will not be much effected by what the Bible
record actually reveals, cause the reformed theologian to be extremely bias
in any systematic theology. This bias needs to be systematically
documented in a work which I will herein endeavor.
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Reformed Theology's Reformations Are Not
Producing a Biblical Systematic Theology

Introduction

Reformed Augustinian Theology is, as its name so aptly captures,
a reformation of bad Augustinian Theology that previously framed up
the belief system of Roman Catholic Theology. The reformers began
the reformation of the Roman Catholic theology and reformations have
surged and subsided, reinvented and retreated in spurts and lapses until
a common question is asked “Exactly what is reformed theology?” It is
very conceivable that such a question needs a time tag because the
reformation is on going and one needs to ask “What is reformation
theology today?”, or “What was reformation theology at the turn of the
century?” This work will analyze this rate of change for reformation
theology. It is feasible to understand where the transformation began,
in the heart of Roman Catholic Doctrine, and where it is to land, in the
heart of Biblical Baptist Doctrine. It is more feasible to examine three
major snags that have blocked the progress of this reformation. What
initiated the reformers to depart from Catholicism and its horrid
soteriology with its penance, purgatory and indulgences? Although
reformations began at this point, the transition from Catholic doctrine
to Bible Doctrine has not been consistent nor complete. Catholicism is
herein likened to a hurtling asteroid, not a solid mass, but a huge mass
of conglomerated debris which is hurtling through space on a
trajectory away from an epicenter of truth. When it collides with a
force called reformation the bulk of the debris that breaks off continues
on that same general trajectory, but fragments do head off in
completely different directions. Treating Reformed Augustinian
Theology as a new mass of hurtling debris begs the question, “What is
its general trajectory? Is it now circling towards the epicenter of
truth?” or does it continue in the venue of its mother Church spiraling
ever further from the truth? This model focuses and clarifies the
position and course of Reformed Augustinian Theology with a clarity
never before addressed.
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I. The Hermeneutical Spiral vs Reformed
Theology's Spiral

Theology, like mathematics is considered a science. In
mathematics there are formulas for a multitude of shapes to include
circles, ellipses and spirals. A spiral holds great interest in this analysis
and only minor variation in its formula values distinguish an
expanding spiral from a collapsing spiral; the rate of its expansion or
contraction is equally arithmetically touchy. There is a golden spiral
which has an interesting relationship to the golden rectangle' and
which is considered in mathematics as the 'perfect spiral.' In the ocean
it shows up as a sea shell; on land in the sunflower, in the mountains in
a ram's horn, in the atmosphere as a hurricane or a twister, and in the
cosmos as an expanding galaxy or a disappearing black hole; it is
almost omnipresent. In theology such a wonder shows up in a quest for
systematic truth about God. Grant R. Osborne has labeled well this
quest for complete understanding of the God who reveals himself as
“The Hermeneutical Spiral” when he wrote a comprehensive
introduction to Biblical interpretation.”

As in mathematics this hermeneutical spiral may be ever
expanding away from a center or ever zeroing in on a center. Ever
since the reformers, led off by Martin Luther (1483-1546 A.D.), broke
away from Catholic doctrine and contended that salvation was by
grace “through faith; ... not of works, lest any man should boast,” it
has been expected that the reformer's reformed theology would enter

1 Euclid of Alexandria Egypt (325 B.C. — 265 B.C.) Greek Mathematician, author of
The Elements, and known as the Father of Geometry, defines a golden rectangle as
one wherein removing a perfect square from one end results in another golden
rectangle in the other to continue on infinitely. The ratio of length to width is then 1:
(1+sqrt(5))/2 , called the golden ratio, and connecting the diagonals of each square
produces the golden, or perfect spiral.

2 Grant R. Osborne, The Hermeneutical Spiral, (InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove,
111, 1991), 12.

3 Ephesians 2:8-9, In 1517 Martin Luther wrote Ninety-Five Theses and refused to
retract all of his writings at the demand of Pope Leo X in 1520 and the Holy Roman
Emperor Charles V at the Diet of Worms in 1521.
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into a hermeneutical spiral®, ever zeroing in on a center point of all the
Revelation of Jehovah God. Such a systematic zeroing in on all the
revealed truth that we have about Jehovah God and his Anointed Only
Begotten Son would be called 'systematic theology'. This work will
contend that Reformed Augustinian Theology is ever circling but
never zeroing in and ergo not an effectual systematic theology.
Although Reformed Theology, more properly labeled Reformed
Augustinian Theology because all the errors of Catholicism are in
embryo stage in the teachings of Saint Augustine®, has broken from
many tentacles of Catholic doctrine, it continues, like the course of its
mother, on an expanding spiral ever moving further from the truth and
centerpiece of God's Revelation. Like a fragment of rock which brakes
from a meteor hurling through space the whole protestant reformation,
with its Reformed Augustinian Theology, continues generally on the
same course established by its Mother Church and her doctrine; a
course spiraling away from the eternal truth of revealed Scripture. The
course correction has often been stated another way, 'the reformers
were correct as far as they went, but they did not go far enough.' It will
herein be demonstrated that they did not even go far enough to reverse
the modulus of their spiral and Reformed Augustinian Theology, in all
its stages of reformation, is still ever moving away from a good
hermeneutic, it is yet spiraling away from the centerpiece of Jehovah
God's Revelation to man.

A. The Hermeneutical Spiral as a Model

The remarkable thing about simplistic models of very complex
systems is that they are understandable, memorable, and applicable;
i.e. they work. They help us comprehend and keep in focus the big
picture, ... the whole system, while giving understanding of the
observable details. In theology the 'big picture' is indeed big, ... it is

4 Hermeneutics used herein is the science interpretation and the methodology of
interpretation of the Biblical text.

5 Robert Anderson, The Bible Or The Church, 2nd ed., (London: Pickering and
Inglis, n.d.), quoted “The Roman Church was molded by Augustine into the form it
has ever since maintained. Of all the errors that later centuries developed in her
teaching, there is scarcely one that cannot be found in embryo in his writings.” 158.

3
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infinite. There will be no understandable, memorable, and applicable
concept for finite minds outside of a simplistic model. The
hermeneutical spiral is an exceptional model for this purpose.

When setting out to capture and categorize all attainable
knowledge on a subject the task is called 'science’, (sci-ence noun, def.
1.a. The observation, identification, description, experimental
investigation, and theoretical explanation of phenomena.)’. When the
subject is God the task is called theology, ergo theology is a science,
and when one is very systematic in his approach it would result in a
systematic theology, There shall be no apology for this discipline even
though others have previously muddied the trail we must take. Begin
such a path by reading the Holy Bible from Genesis to Revelation. It
is, as discovered in that reading, the complete revelation of God to
man. If you make it through the begats' of Genesis, the Hebrew names
in Numbers, the killings and wars of the historical books, the poetry,
the prophecies, the gospels, the acts and the letters of apostles and the
Revelation of Jesus Christ, you have made it further than the casual
reader but in one pass through the book you have not assimilated all
the knowledge of this revelation. You have made but the first circle
around theology. In order to zero in on all central truths of this
revelation one must take another pass through each of the 66 books
and begin, in several subject areas, to 'hone-in' on, and gain focus of
each central truth. This multi pass 'circling-through' and 'honing-in' on
what is herein revealed is aptly likened to a spiral; i.e. a hermeneutical
spiral. In mathematics the remarkable thing about the spiral is that it
may be spiraling in, spiraling out, or ever circling without apparent
change. So to is ones approach to theology. In physics a spiral is
caused by an outside force, for example gravity, and a change of
course for any spiraling item necessitates yet another outside force to
influence it, for example a momentum, collision, or a new
gravitational attraction. We have then, in the spiral, an excellent
model, and an exceptional tool to help us understand how we
understand theology. The outside forces are not gravities acting on a
rock but similar tugs and attractions acting on our spirit and mind to
move our soul.

6 (The American Heritage Dictionary, 3™ ed., under the word “science”

4
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A profound and exemplary use of this model may further
document it simplicity and application. Countless volumes have not
exhausted a core consideration of systematic theology, the doctrine of
Christ, and particularly the deity of Christ. In the Bible Christ was
clearly and emphatically the Son of God and the Son of man. God is
infinite, man is finite, and our finite mind will never comprehend this
union. Was Jesus omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent? If Jesus
was as much God as if he were not man, and as much man as if he
were not God, as is the best worded consideration of this dilemma, and
God is omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent, then Jesus was as
well. The Reformed Theology "jury’ is in on this, all the major
theologians are in lock step agreement that baby Jesus, lying there in a
manger of hay was indeed, yeah must needs be, (... although it defies
all other logic), he was then and forever is omniscient, omnipotent and
omnipresent. They point to their Bible and quote that he knew Hebrew
without learning, did marvelous miracles with his own power and said
I am with you always, ergo present in heaven and on earth, ergo
omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent. Our finite minds will not
fully grasp such infinite combinations. And those who would wrestle
with the Reformed Augustinian Theology's illogical determinations are
accused of having even lesser finite minds.

For this author a far better understanding is attained, and more
conceivable model is found in our little understanding of a helical
spiral. Jesus set aside the glory which he once had when he took on the
finiteness of humanity. When he was an infant he had no knowledge of
Hebrew, Greek or Aramaic letters, he was not able to flee to Egypt on
his own power, and he could only be in one place at one time. As he
“increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man”
(Luke 2:52) he embarked on a hermeneutical spiral, a golden spiral,
truly a perfect spiral wherein he ended at a center point having all the
glory, the power and the authority that he had in the beginning.

Conceive in this model that there must needs be a force ever
acting on a body to cause its ever decreasing 'orbit' into a center point.
The same force that acted on Jesus the Christ, The Son of God, The
Son of man, and “drew” him from finite humanity back to his infinite
deity is worth our analysis because it is equally available to you and I.
It is a devils lie that “ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil”
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(Gen. 3:5). This force can not make man something he never was: no
matter how many would believe Joseph Smith, Charles Taze Russel, or
the Devil's lie. But the force can restore one to the state that they were
previous; i.e. for Christ, fully reinstated to his position in the God
head; for man, fully reinstated to his absolute innocence before, and
fellowship with God his creator. This force that can draw one to center
is the inspired Word of God enlivened by the Spirit of God. Job 32:8
says “But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty
giveth them understanding.”

In physics a body can embark on a spiral in, or on a spiral out, or
on a perpetually circling or constant orbit. It is all dependent on the
moments, momentums, and forces at work on the body. Major outside
forces can indeed change a body's natural course. This model of a
spiral is a very effective tool to analyze the course of Reformed
Augustinian Theology, and comprehend where it is going by analyzing
where it has been.

B. The Word of God, The Acting Force.

The sole authority for all theology must needs be the Holy
Scriptures. In the studying, understanding, and believing of the
Scriptures is found the hermeneutical spiral which formed a reasonable
basis for our use of the spiral in this analysis. It has been stated that the
Word of God is the force that induces a body to spiral toward center.
Resisting the force, equivalent to questioning or misrepresenting the
Holy Scriptures, results in decreasing the modulus of the spiral and
thus no longer spiraling into the center. Rejection and rebellion
towards the force, equivalent to rejecting a verse as errant or refusing
to believe a verse of the Holy Scripture can result in a reversing of the
modulus of the spiral and thus ever expanding away from central truth.
With this rough description of our model the inner workings may be
more finely examined.

The first premise, that Holy Scripture must be our Sole authority
for theology is expressly defended by authors of systematic theology.
Thiessen's Introductory Lectures in Theology supposes that theology is
only possible because of the general and special revelation of God, and
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the mental and spiritual endowments of man.” The Bible, he further
contends, is the only inerrant revelation of God, which is the complete
embodiment of all special revelation.®

Although it seems relatively obvious to say that every thing we
know about God must come from the God who reveals himself, it may
be less obvious and worth repeating that this revelation, given to finite
man by an infinite God, must needs be inerrant, i.e., God's word will
not lead us into error, i.e. He reveals himself to man perfectly. The
imperfections within hermeneutics are not on account of Him, and
man's tendency to change or dismiss portions of His revelation are
rejection and rebellion against the force which moves us toward
central truth. Reformed Theologians Thiessen, Strong, Hodge, and
Shedd each affirm the first assertion about infallibility but then
practice the latter, rejecting and rebelling against certain Scripture.
They thus disengage from a good hermeneutical spiral. They justify
this brazen rejection by using allegorical methodology which
originates in their mother Church, and by severely restricting
'inspiration’. Thiessen's outlandish and illogical declaration that “only
the original autographs were inspired” resolves, for him, their
propensity to dismiss inerrancy. It has no consideration that the
inerrant Scripture says “holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.” They insist that the authors only 'wrote' as they were
moved, and that writing was lost by shoddy, opinionated copyists!
Ergo they try to restrict and limit 'inspiration' and bound and contain
inerrancy. Dr. Grady put it more cynically in his book Given by
Inspiration, “It is the thesis of this book that whenever the Scripture is
allowed to speak for itself, the doctrine of inspiration will be seen to
have a wider jurisdiction than the scholar is willing to concede.”
Dismissing, allegorizing and rejecting plain Scripture with a dismissal
of the inerrancy, which they previously establish as essential to
theology, must be further addressed in this thesis.

7 Henry Clarence Thiessen, Introductory Lectures in Systematic Theology, (Grand
Rapids, Mich., William B. Eerdman Publishing Company, 1949), 31.

8 Ibid., 41-42.

9 William Grady, Given by Inspiration, (Grady Publications Inc. Swartz Creek, MI,
2010), 89.
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Il. The Baseline of Error for Reform

To evaluate the rate of reformation in Reformed Theology it is
worth while to evaluate how much reform is necessary. There are three
major fields of theology where Catholicism strayed from the truth and
a forth which sets their error in stone. The theologians call them
soteriology, ecclesiology, and eschatology. Roman Catholic's miss-
representation of truth in these three areas is then permanently secured
in their very bad Bibliology, herein referred to as Scripturology.

The reformers finally revolted against the grievous errors in
Catholic soteriology but the grievous error of Roman Catholic
ecclesiology and eschatology still seethe and boil in Reformed
Theology, and the over ridding root of these grievous errors is still
found in Reformed Theology's tainted Bibliology. Each of these
theological shortfalls need to be more fully outlined and sourced
before the baseline of their error can be established .

A. Baseline of Error in Soteriology

Soteriology is the doctrine of 'So Great Salvation' a phrase from
Hebrews chapter 2. The word comes from the Greek 'soterion',
meaning “a savior's deliverance”and the Greek 'ology', meaning “the
accumulation of knowledge and learning.” '* What we know about
salvation (and all the other 'ologies' herein examined) should be
assimilated from an inerrant, infallible source and not from Greek
philosophy or 'Church Fathers.' A baseline of Roman Catholic error
about 'So Great Salvation' cannot be fully established without a
reasonable description of the Biblical truth about the subject.
Questions beg to be asked on this topic. Who can get saved? How does
one get saved? What happens when one is saved? How assured is a
one of their salvation?, and How long is this salvation assured for?

The Scriptures dictate that salvation is available to 'whosoever
will' in 'all the earth'.

10 (American Heritage Dictionary, Third Edition, under the word “soteriology”).

8
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“That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:15 -16). “Look
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am
God, and there is none else” (Isa 45:22).

The Scriptures dictate that there is nothing one can 'do' to attain
eternal life.

“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a
leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away”
(Isa 64:6). “Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he saved us” (Tit 3:5), “For
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast” (Eph 2:8-9).

"What shall a man do to attain eternal life?" The question looms
before every religion. There is but one right answer to this question.
How a teacher, denomination, religion or church answers this one
question determines weather they are a true religion or a false religion.
Catholicism failed this test and the glare of their error on this question
is what initiated the whole reformation.

The Scriptures dictate that some real things happen to an
individual when Jesus 'saves' them, 'quickens' them, and gives them
eternal life. When Jesus Christ saves someone he does not leave one
sitting around wondering if they 'got it'. There is literally a 'born again
experience, as he said, when one is born spiritually. Just as one is born
physically into this world one is born spiritually into the kingdom of
God, that is the whole argument of John 3. In John 5:21,24-25 he
further clarifies:

'

For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth
them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. ... Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth
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on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life. Verily,
verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that

hear shall live.

When one is quickened by Christ the Bible dictates five distinct
things which happen. A born-again one is 1) Converted via repentance
and faith in Christ, 2) one is Justified before God through Christ, 3)
one is Regenerated or Quickened, i.e. made alive where once you
were dead in trespasses and sin, 4) one is Indwelt, permanently, by the
Holy Spirit of God, and 5) one is Baptized into the body of Christ,
(there is no water in this spiritual, not physical baptism). In accord
with the Scriptures, these all happen in an instant and are all
permanent and everlasting."'

Christ did not misspeak when he said in John 3:16 "Has, (present
perfect tense) everlasting life." When these five events occur
simultaneously in ones life, there is little doubt that some thing has
happened to the individual. Generally they can tell five other things
that happened; they can tell (1) that they 'got saved', generally (2)
'when' they got saved, usually (3) who showed them the way of
salvation in Scriptures, necessarily (4) 'how great' it is to be saved, and
(5) how great it is to know that they are saved. Again the Scriptures are
clear:

He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in
himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar,
because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.
And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and
he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things
have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye
may believe on the name of the Son of God (1John 5:10-13).

11 Edward Rice, 4 Biblical Understanding of The New Birth Clarifies Doctrines
about Sacraments, Election, and Perseverance of Saints 2000, published at
http://www.gsbaptistchurch.com/seminary (accessed 11/11/2011).

10
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Baptists call that giving a testimony of when God saved you.
Every member of a Baptist Church has a salvation testimony. They
state it before being baptized in believers baptism, and they are
baptized by immersion as a public declaration of that testimony, and
they must do both before they can be a member of a Baptist Church.

The Scriptures dictate that once one has been converted and
brought from death unto life, quickened by Christ, declared Justified
by the Father, indwelt by the Spirit of God and wholly immersed into
the body of the Lord Jesus Christ, there is no going back. This seems
perfectly obvious from the understanding of what actually and
Biblically happens when one is saved, but it has been a contentious
issue among Protestants because of their poor doctrinal start into
soteriology, the doctrine of so great salvation.

This then is the concise Biblical answer to the five questions, Who
can get saved?, How does one get saved?, What happens when one is
saved?, How assured is one of their salvation?, and How long is this
salvation assured for? This long established baseline of Biblical truth
on soteriology is comprehensively developed in other references but is
presented here to capture the basis for a baseline whereby one can
determine the reform that is necessary to Roman Catholic Doctrine on
the subject of soteriology. The Roman Catholic answers to the same
questions must be more fully examined.

The question of 'Who can get saved? ' is answered in Roman
Catholic Doctrine in predestination. The declaration for the
predestination of sinners to be saints can be found in their Catechism,
“To God, all moments of time are present in their immediacy. When
therefore he establishes his eternal plan of "predestination," he
includes in it each person's free response to his grace.”"

But this can also be more so extracted from Saint Augustine's
declarations they rely on. The grossest errors of Saint Augustine center
around an over riding authority of 'The Church' and, center stage in
this consideration is a 'compulsory salvation'. From this authors book,
“Augustine twisted and hyper extended Scripture unmercifully to

12 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1993, Ptl1Sect2Chpt2 Artdp2, #600,
http://www.vatican.va/archive /ENG0015/ INDEX.HTM (accessed 12/18/2011).
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arrive at, and defend these doctrines. The ugly twists still permeate the
theology books of our day.”"?

Augustinian error fell from St. Augustine ( A.D. 354 - 480) Bishop
of Hippo, North Africa, in two major areas. The first in the doctrine of
the church, the second in the doctrine of salvation. The two areas of
error met where salvation was compulsory. In Augustin's mind
salvation could be forced upon a soul by infant baptism or by his
doctrine of the two swords, wielded by the Roman Church. But he also
devised that God himself had to force salvation onto totally depraved
souls by His Sovereignty. All the errors of catholicism are in embryo
stage in the teachings of Augustine.' ... These errors came to full and
wretched bloom in the Roman Catholic Imperial Church of the
medieval period. When Constantine (A.D. 306-337) saw the political
advantage of replacing the mandatory Roman paganism with a
mandatory 'Christian' paganism he locked arms with the Roman
Church and brought a second sword, a steel sword, into their mix. The
Church at Rome took the allegorizing of Augustine and concluded
with him that Jesus said to sell your garments and buy swords and that
two swords are sufficient'® (Luke 22:38).

Constantine commanded that there be 'one state ordered religion'
for 'one unified empire.' This scheme used God's Sword of the Spirit,
supposedly wielded by the Roman Church, united with Man's Sword
of Steel, wielded by a magistrate, to force the Kingdom of God upon
all the unified Roman Empire. What became called Constantinianism
(or compulsory Christianity, vs. voluntary salvation by faith via free
will), is found in its embryonic stage in Augustin's theology. Leonard
Verduin writes in The Reformers and Their Stepchildren “The
theological absurdity that God preselected individual souls for
salvation and forces his will on them with an irresistible grace is but

13 Edward Rice, The Biblical Doctrine of Election and Predestination, (ISBN: 978-
0-578-02455-4, Pastor E. G. Rice Publishing, 54 Main St. Box 99, Dresden NY
14441, 2009,) 9.

14 Robert Anderson, The Bible Or The Church, 2nd ed., (London: Pickering and
Inglis, n.d.), quoted “The Roman Church was molded by Augustine into the form it
has ever since maintained. Of all the errors that later centuries developed in her
teaching, there is scarcely one that cannot be found in embryo in his writings,” 158.
15 St. Augustine of Hippo, The Writings Against The Manichaeans And Against The
Donatists (LC Call no:BR60), html npnf104 iv.ix.XIX, 195, [Palm copy page 338].
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one of the problems of Augustinian's compulsory salvation theology.”’*

Augustine's compulsory salvation via infant baptism, via 'be baptized'
or 'be burned' or via God's sovereignty has caused many a Baptist,
Anabaptist, Monetanist, Waldensian, Donatist, and Bible Believer their
martyrdom. Baptists needn't lean toward it in any form today,
especially not in the realm of election or foreordained salvation of
some individuals.

Augustine gets worse in his error as he continues to allegorize and
misconstrue Scripture as follows:

This (namely the 'enlarged fulfillment' idea which now
puts the Church in position to coerce) He (Christ) shows
plainly enough in the parable of the wedding feast; after He
had summoned the invited ones ... and the servants have said
'It has been done as you ordered and yet there is room' the
Master said 'Go out in the highways and hedges and compel
them to come in in order that my house may be full.' Now
observe how that it was 'bring them in' and not 'compel them,'
by which the incipient condition of the Church is signified,
during which she was but growing toward the position of
being able to compel. Since it was right by reason of greater
strength and power to coerce men to the feast of eternal
salvation therefore it was said later ... 'Go out into the
highways and hedges and compel them to come in.'”’

He goes on with his theology of coercion into the kingdom but
understand here that salvation is obtained by listening to the
Scriptures, not by listening to the Roman Catechism:

Perseverance in faith: Faith is an entirely free gift that
God makes to man. We can lose this priceless gift, as St. Paul
indicated to St. Timothy: "Wage the good warfare, holding
faith and a good conscience. By rejecting conscience, certain
persons have made shipwreck of their faith.” To live, grow,

16 Leonard Verduin, The Reformers And Their Stepchildren, (Grand Rapids Wm. B.
Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1964), 65.
17 Augustine, Letter to Donatus, No. 173.
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and persevere in the faith until the end we must nourish it
with the word of God; we must beg the Lord to increase our
faith, it must be "working through charity," abounding in
hope, and rooted in the faith of the Church.'®

Understand that from this misuse of Scriptures they suppose ones
salvation is secured and maintained by begging the Lord to increase
ones faith. It is not. Nor is it secured by works of any sort. Catechism
#162 misrepresents the new birth and salvation of a soul which is only
attained by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom 10:13)
not by working through the sacramental system of any Church.

B. Baseline of Error in Ecclesiology

When considering the rate of reform necessary to correct the
Roman Catholic error about the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, one
primarily encounters a binary decision. Either Christ intended that
there be one unified body united, directed and controlled by a human
and “infallible” vicar of Christ here on earth, or he intended that local
bodies of believers remain autonomous, independently controlled by
congregational rule, and under the overseer of a fallible under-
shepherd called a Pastor or Bishop, which office is to be occupied by
an ordained Elder. This turns into a binary, this or that, decision
because just a little compromise on either end of these two extremes
results in a multi-headed, this will never work, chaotic disintegration
of unity and leadership. One might end up with a multitude of sects,
each with their own hierarchy of control over a small group of
believers in separated denominations. Each might pretend that they are
the right ones while still contending that they are all bound together in
a unified body of Christ which is now gone invisible and designated
the bride of Christ. This is a binary decision because you can not leave
the Catholic Church under an “infallible” vicar of Christ just a little
bit. One will indeed need to go all the way back to the Biblical model
for an un-conglomerated position here.

18 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1993, Pt 1, Sect 1, Chap 3, #162,
http://www.vatican.va/archive /ENG0015/ INDEX.HTM (accessed 12/18/2011).
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Ecclesiology is the assimilation of all the attainable knowledge
about the called out, assembled body of believers referred to as the
Church. The primary concern in this research is more particularly the
definition and the control and leadership model used for the Church.
The Roman Catholic's error in ecclesiology is brazen and present in its
name. Catholic means Universal. The Church at Rome coupled itself
to the Roman Emperor to usurp itself as the sole authority and dictator
of a unified Catholic Church to which all other local churches must
ascribe allegiance or be terminated. That may be succinct and brazen
but it is accurate. The Roman Catholic Church 'evolved' a hierarchy of
control and invented a papal line of descendents starting from Peter to
insist and demand that their current 'Father' was authentic and
infallible.

To say that this is foreign to the Scripture and the teachings of
Christ is an understatement, and to say that one can reform this
concept and come up with a reasonable ecclesiology is absurd. Such a
Catholic Church mentality needs to be totally abandoned while a New
Testament local assembly with a Biblically based model of leadership
needs to be embraced.

A good definition of the church is essential in differentiating a true
ecclesiology. While Thiessen soft shoes and completely side steps the
exactness of the word ecclesia, Cambron and Ryrie both accentuate its
importance. The fact that the Bible and Baptists exaggerate the Local
Church over the Catholic Church is captured effectively in the
assembling and assembly ingredients of the definition of eccleisa.
Thiessen leaves it off completely because it does not fit his concept of
the Catholic Church. (In actuality the pure and completely “catholic
church” will not be assembled until its Rapture, when the tares and
pretenders will be left behind.) A thorough definition of ecclesia is
essential to seeing the Bible and the Baptist's emphasis on the
assembly of the Local Church. The NT word 'ecclesia’ is properly
defined as: the called together (often misnomered 'called out')
assembly of believers in Jesus Christ. Note the emphasis is on the
assembly and the called together above the called, or called out.

Likewise a clear differentiation between the Catholic Church
concept and the local church concept is essential to construct the
Roman Catholic baseline of error and the Bible based baseline of truth.
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Cambron again clarifies this best. The Bible says in Mt 16:18 “And I
say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” The word
ecclesia is used in 4 ways, #1 a local assembly, “Unto the church of
God which is at Corinth ...”; #2 local assemblies, “unto the churches of
Galatia: Grace be to you and peace ...”; #3 the body of living believers
unnumbered “beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and
wasted it ...”; and #4 the complete body of Christ, “Husbands, love
your wives even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for
it ...”; but NEVER as a catholic body assembled and organized to be
head over any other part of the body!"

In Mt. 16:18 Jesus is speaking of the church as in sample #4, as
the complete body of Christ. Thus one can contend Thiessen's
assertion that 1Cor 15:9, Gal 1:13, and Phil 3:6, with cf Acts 8:3 (the
persecuted Church) is speaking specifically of a catholic, universal
Church. For the Bible Says 1Co 15:9 “For I am the least of the
apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God....”, Ga 1:13 “For ye have heard of my
conversation in time past in the Jewsreligion, how that beyond
measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: ...”, Php 3:6
“Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness
which is in the law, blameless ...”, Ac 8:3 “As for Saul, he made
havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and
women committed them to prison.” Again the word ecclesia is used in
4 ways, #1 a local assembly; #2 local assemblies; #3 the body of living
believers unnumbered; and #4 the complete body of Christ; but
NEVER as a catholic body assembled and organized to be head over
any other part of the body! In these references the church is referenced
as in sample #3, as the body of living believers unnumbered .

There is not much use of a Catholic Church in a Biblical
ecclesiology. The Apostles never addressed messages to a Catholic
Church, always addressing them to local churches. Romeish doctrine
went where Apostles would never go, attempting to address messages
to the 'Catholic Church', thinking themselves Popes, or Church

19 Cambron, Mark G., “Bible Doctrines”, Zondervan Publishing House, 1954, pg
214-215.
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Fathers, eventually even thinking themselves infallible. What they
hold is indeed a very dangerous and misconstrued ecclesiology.

C. Baseline of Error in Eschatology

Eschatology is the doctrine of last things more particularly the
second advent of Christ and the events that unfold afterwords. Roman
Catholic eschatology took a hideous and brazen wrong turn from what
the Bible describes as soon coming. Reforming such a radical
departure from literal Scripture will necessitate quite a major overhaul.
Thus evaluating Reformed Augustinian Theology's eschatology can be
a very revealing measure when it comes to evaluating the reformer's
progress in moving toward Biblical truth.

The foundation for Roman Catholic Eschatology is the genius
combination and melding of Christianity with Greek philosophy. Such
a toxic mixture was first made palatable by Clement of Alexandria.
(150-215 A.D). Consider that Clement's father was alive to witness the
Roman Empires annihilation of the Jews from Jerusalem and the
destruction of the entire city. The constructed plateau on the top of
Mount Moriah, holding Herod's magnificent temple, the temple Jesus
cleared out with a whip twice, was leveled. It was scraped level, and
not one of Herod's magnificent stones remained on top of another. So
overpowering was the complete annihilation of Jews and Judaism that
nobody, Clement included, could believe that they would ever be
completely restored. Clement is the first recorded scholar of the
Scripture to wholly dismiss the promised restoration of the twelve
tribes of Israel. He rejected the literal return of Christ to set on the
literal throne of David, on God's literal Hill of Zion. It was absolutely
inconceivable at that time.

Clement of Alexandria, Greek founder of the school of Alexandria,
must now found and develop the allegorical exegetical method, or
believe that God could promise and do the impossible. He did the
former when he should have done the latter. Dr. Virkler says of him “A
well known patristic exegete, Clement of Alexandria (150-215 C.A.)*

20 C.A., usually C.E., Is the modernist 'please don't mention the birth of Christ in my
calendar' way of saying A.D. . Anno Dommini in Dionyseus Exiguus' Latin "Year of
our Lord.' (dmerican Heritage Dictionary 3" ed., under the word “Anno Dommini”).
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Clement believed that Scriptures hide their true meaning so that mere
humans might become inquisitive and because it is not suitable for
everyone, particularly mere laity, to understand. He theorized that
Scripture has both a literal and a spiritual meaning, with the deepest
riches available only to those who understand the deeper spiritual
sense.”!

Three truths important to this research are captured in Virkler's
paragraph on Clement of Alexandria. First, he calls Clement of
Alexandria the 'patristic exegetic.”” Roman Catholicism accepted him
as a Father of their Church stating: “Clements rule of faith was sound.
He admitted the authority of the Churches tradition. He would be, first
of all, a Christian, accepting, 'the ecclesiastical rule', but he would also
strive to remain a philosopher, and bring his reason to bear in matters
of religion.”” With this background Virkler assigned Clement to be the
father of the critical explanation or analysis of the text of Scripture.
The very first and true father of this 'critical method' was Satan, that
old Serpent, who exercised this craft in the Garden of Eden. Secondly,
Virkler, reveals the allegorical exegetical practice of forsaking the
literalness of Scripture and grasping for a hidden, spiritual,
hypothetical interpretation. Such a process was necessary for Clement
to both dismiss the promises of the restoration of Israel, which were
quite unbelievable in his day, and to allegorize away a literal one
thousand year reign of Christ (called the Millennium in Latin,
Chiliasm in Greek). Third, Virkler's research shows some origin of the
Catholic doctrine that lay people or laity, should not be allowed to read
Scripture because they do not have the resources to interpret the
allegoricals of Scripture. Laity, who can not properly perceive the
deeper spiritual sense of Scripture, might think to take it literal. The

In this researcher's papers A.D. Is proudly used without exception, in Virkler's work,
not so much.

21 Henry A. Virkler, Hermeneutics, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 53.
22 Patristic:adj. of or relating to the church fathers or their writings, from patriarch
The male head of family or tribe, Any of the early biblical characters regarded as
fathers of the human race, A man who is older and higher in rank than yourself.
Exegetic: adj. Of or relating to exegesis: an explanation or critical interpretation of
a text. (WordWeb 8, Princeton University, 2006).

23 The Catholic Encyclopedia, www.newadvent.org/cathen/04045a.htm, under the
word “Clement of Alexandria” (accessed 11/20/11).

18



Not Producing a Biblical Systematic Theology

clergy must keep the laity out of the Bible lest they hurt themselves
with its literalness. Indeed, Clement of Alexandria, was a father to the
allegorical method and a father to Roman Catholicism. It is distressing
when evangelicals ignorantly but reverently call him or any other
Catholic Saint, their “Church Father.”

Origen of Alexandria (185-254 A.D.) was Clement's prize student
of philosophy. Called “one of the greatest Christian Theologians”, he
continued in Clement's school of thinking to over emphasizing the
mystical — allegorical renderings of Scripture, especially attacking the
literal return and Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. This emboldened
denial that God could restore Israel and the brazen denial that Christ
would set up a literal kingdom like he implied in Acts, seems almost
diabolical. “When they therefore were come together, they asked of
him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or
the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power” (Acts 1:6-7).
Yet, both Clement and Origen were doing what they considered a great
service to God. Origen took Clement's allegorized methods and
became an avid student of the Old Testament Scriptures. In his quest
he became a renowned textual critic of these Scriptures and compiled a
Hexapla, or six column interlinear Old Testament. He compared the
(1) Hebrew text with (2) Hebrew written in Greek characters, with (3)
Aquila's 130 A.D. most literal Greek translation, with (4) Symmechus'
idiomatic and eloquent rendering of its revision, with the (5)
Septuagint Greek translation, with, finally, (6) Theologians slight
revision of the Septuagint. Even with all this hand copying and
comparison of the promise made by God to Israel, Origen's mind was
made up by Clement that there would be no literal regathering of the
tribes of Israel nor any literal kingdom where Christ would set on the
throne of David and rule the world from Zion for 1,000 years. It was
inconceivable, therefore skillful and extensive use of allegory enabled
them to rationalize the literal into fiction.

Origen, as an esteemed Church Father of Catholicism, passed on
his bias and his mystical allegorical methods to Jerome, the translator
of the Latin Vulgate Bible and to Saint Augustine, the founder of all
Roman Catholic doctrine.

19



Reformed Theology's Reformations

In Roman Catholicism there would be no millennial reign of
Christ and those who would believe in Chiliasm, the Greek equivalent,
would be scoffed, ridiculed and put out of the Church. In Roman
Catholicism the allegorical method would be embraced as its
overriding primary method of interpretation of all Scripture. In Roman
Catholicism, laity were not allowed to read the Scriptures, much less
do the allegorical interpretation of Scripture which was left to only
Catholic trained clergy. Thus the area of Eschatology was in need of
massive reform with wholesale abandonment of their methods, ideas,
and philosophies. A massive reform which will be seen quite lacking in
Reformed Augustinian Theology.

D. Baseline of Error in Theology

A fourth area of Roman Catholic Doctrine found in need of great
reform is that of theology itself. Not that there is any lack in knowing
or defining the characteristics of God, His 'omni' characteristics, as his
omnipresence, omniscience, and omnipotence; or His moral
characteristics of love, veracity or justice. These characteristics are
defined as best as a finite mind can define an infinite God. But there is
missing an application of these characteristics that would develop into
the personal knowledge of God. It is this personal, growing, and
intimate fellowship and communion with God that man was created
for. Rev. 4:11 says “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and
honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure
they are and were created.” Christianity is not a religion, it is a
relationship. Roman Catholicism is a religion. Exodus 33:11a, says of
Moses' relationship “And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as
a man speaketh unto his friend.” Genesis declares that God came down
to fellowship with man in his innocence in the cool of the day, and
God doesn't want our religiosity, he wants our relationship. Jesus said
it to his disciples, from now on I don't call you servants, but friends,
(John 15:15) “Henceforth I call you not servants, for the servant
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all
things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.”
Paul said it in Philippians 3:10 “fo know him and the power of his
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resurrection”, Paul prayed it for his converts, that you may know God,
that you may know his will ...etc.

In the whole Bible, in almost every narrative, God especially
interacts with man and then waits for mans action before he interacts
again with another personal, in real time, interaction. The stodgy,
fatalistic God defined by the religion of Roman Catholicism, where
man moves about as pawns in God's game of chess, is the horrible
product of a religion that does not know God, a theology that simply
attempts to define God.

Roman Catholicism promotes ones relationship with the Roman
Church or with 'Mother Mary' but not one with God. The loss of
volunterism and the initiation of compulsory salvation has already
been evaluated, but note here that it drives away a personal, intimate
relationship with God. It is a relationship that, in Scripture, God seeks
from the creature made in His image. In the consideration of Theology
then, the baseline of Catholic error is that it comes nowhere near to a
personal relationship and knowledge of God. That is what the Bible
portrays as our purpose. The task of reform is to come away from
theology's structured characterization of the qualities of God to a place
where Christians, via theology, come to know the person and
personality of God. This too is no small challenge for reformers. For
one not entangled in the impetus of Catholicism and its structure, the
whole Bible drives us toward this intrinsic knowledge of God.
Especially ennobling in this relationship building is God's revelation of
the things that are to shortly come to pass. A precious intimacy with
God is built by his revelation of all his plans for the future, and this
intimacy is completely missing in a religion that denies the very
tenants of this revelation.

E. Baseline of Error in Bibliology / Scripturology

When the basis of all faith and practice is to be the sole infallible
inerrant, inspired word from God, one needs to have a careful regard
for its handling and its judicious treatment for the determination of
every doctrine; Roman Catholicism did neither. Three major and
interactive failures occurred in Catholic scripturology, their
hermeneutical method, their Bible critical methods, and their exacting
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their authority over its authority. Failures in ones scripturology are
proven systematic failures. Catholicism in infancy exercised this type
of error to baptize its first infant and explore baptismal regeneration.
Ignoring, rationalizing and over powering Scripture's authority lead it
down the path where a whole artificial system of penance, sacramental
service and works could purchase salvation. Thirteen hundred years
down this pathway they crossed some line when they offered this
purchased salvation to the highest bidder, but make no mistake, the
root of their error was first and foremost a faulty scripturology.

In its infancy Catholicism, from its root in Rome, exercised this
type of error to dictate its rule over what other Churches did or
believed. When the Roman Emperor offered that church in Rome its
sword, the faulty ecclesiology was already in place because of this
very faulty scripturology. It wielded that sword through thirteen
hundred years of tyrannical rule. Again the seeded error in
scripturology became unbelievably daunting. Roman Catholicism was
so grossly strayed from Scripture that the dilemma, this time in faulty
ecclesiology, caused the rational mind of man to protest and demand
reforms.

In its conception, Roman Catholicism came to be because of this
type of error in belief of Scripture; an error whereby Clement of
Alexandria could not, and would not, believe the promise of God to his
chosen people, Israel. The practice of denying the written Word and
allegorizing it away, caused the inability to rightly divide the Word of
truth concerning Bible prophecy, making for a warped and defective
eschatology. Similarly the the wholly distorted, un-Scriptural view of
soteriology, ecclesiology, and eschatology, caused the distortion of a
knowledge of God. The whole personality of God the Father and
author of Scripture is thereby distorted to a point where discarding all
Roman Catholic doctrine and theology would be better than reforming
it in part. In this distortion of the person of God they substituted
themselves as the new 'Elect of God' and discarded, yeah even
despised the Jews as much as Hagar, the Egyptian handmaid, despised
Sarah. Such a picture is almost allegorical, as Paul would say in rebuke
of their allegories. Bad scripturology brought about both bad
eschatology and ergo, very bad theology. They could know neither the
true God nor his plans for the future when they so twisted and
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dismissed his written Word. The high lights of this error in
scripturology is to be briefly explored to define the baseline of error
that was sorely in need of reform, or more so in need of total discard.

Scripturology may be a word invented by this author. In the
theology discipline it is normally called Bibliology, which deals with a
broader spectrum than what this investigation does. Bibliology
includes how we got the Bible, genuineness, credibility, and
cannonicity and more. Scripturology is used in this analysis because
there is greater concern here with how one handles the Scriptures that
we have. “All Scripture is given by inspiration” is a strong stated
starting point. Scripture is verbally inspired, implying that the very
words which God used are crucial to his message. The words are
infallible, meaning that they will never fail in any way. The words are
inerrant, meaning that they do not contain, and will not lead one into
any error whatsoever. Plenary inspiration means that every single word
holds all of these qualities, from the most obscure words that count
how many chariots Solomon had and how many stalls he built to
contain them, to the most familiar expression where eagles are
gathered to devour flesh at Armageddon. (This despite the scholarly
knowledge of man who thinks God must have meant to say vultures
and he misspoke, or perhaps the KJV* translators did not know as
much about zoology as our modern scholars do.)

The going in premise of how we handle Scripture must be that
God said what he meant and God meant what he said. Any attempt, by
mere man, to “fix God's words” or to derive an extension of what God
meant to say, or to critically attack unbelievable portions with source,
form, literary, redaction, textual or other imagined criticism is errant
scripturology. So what going in baseline of error, in need of
reformation, does one find in Roman Catholicism? Two Catholic
Church fathers, Clement of Alexandria and Origen, his student, set the
stage for every conceivable error in scripturology. In his book
Hermeneutics Verkler contrasts the Alexandrian School of Greek
Philosophy and the Antiochal School of Jesus' Apostles. Springing
from the former is the founding of the allegorical hermeneutic, from

24 KJV, The Holy Bible, the Words of God as translated into English in the
Authorized (King James) Version without copyright, and without registered
trademark.
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the later the hermeneutic that Jesus used and taught, one of
“grammatical-historical interpretation, that is, that a text should be
interpreted according to the rules of grammar and the facts of history,
(i.e.) an interpretation (should) be justified by a study of its
grammatical and historical context rather than by an appeal to” the
dogma of the interpreter.” Alexandrian philosopher's refusing to
accept what God had said about the restoration, salvation and up
coming reign of Israel insisted that their dogma had greater authority
than the Scripture. Origen, famed for his extensive work in compiling
the multi-version Hexapla of the Old Testament Scriptures was not
only a founder and promoter of the allegorical method, he became the
founder and propagator of Bible Criticism. In just these two Catholic
Church Fathers, is found every brazen error of Catholic scripturology.
The allegorical method, implying God did not say what he meant, the
“our dogma” as a higher authority than Scripture, and the Bible
Criticism meant to cast version doubt on the Scriptures that we do
have.

When such a flawed scripturology was passed on to Jerome and
Augustine, the direction they steered Roman Catholicism is clear and
undeniably wicked. Jerome translated the Catholic's Latin Vulgate
Bible wherein their dogma of works overrode the Scripture's authority
and every occurrence of the word 'repentance’ is replaced with, and
translated to, 'Penance' ; their dogma of a priesthood overrode the
Scripture's authority and every occurrence of the word, 'presbyter’ is
replaced with, and translated to, 'priest'; their dogma of mystical
magical sacraments overrode the Scripture's authority and every
reference to a 'mystery' is replaced with, and translated to, a
'sacrament'. These are only three examples of the gross miscarriages of
translation which were incorporated in the Roman Catholic, highly
revered, Latin Vulgate. Other twisting of Scriptural truth adds up to so
much perversion that their Bible became called, the Vulgar Vulgate.*
Catholic Saint Augustine did not reform these gross errors in
scripturology, instead he exploited them to more fully establish a
tyrannical Roman Catholic Church that would answer to no authority

25 Henry A. Virkler, Hermeneutics, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 53.
26 This is a double play on words, because vulgar in linguistics means 'common'’
while 'common' use of the word came to mean vulgar in the sense we know it today.
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and claim for itself infallibility. Catholic's Saint Augustine more fully
developed an idea that the Catholic Church was only in its infancy as
far as what Christ established, and it was now to evolve and mature
into a strong authoritarian world leader that would subdue nations and
rule the world with two swords.

Constantine then commanded that there be 'one state ordered
religion' for 'one unified empire.' This scheme used God's Sword of
the Spirit, supposedly wielded by the Roman Church, united with
Man's Sword of Steel wielded by a magistrate to force the Kingdom of
God upon all the unified Roman Empire. What became called
Constantinianism, (or compulsory Christianity, vs. voluntary salvation
by faith via free will) is found in its embryonic stage in Augustine's
theology. Leonard Verduin writes in The Reformers and Their
Stepchildren’

It was Augustine, he perhaps more than any other, who
supplied the Constantinians with arguments from the
Scriptures (or rather with arguments fastened upon the
Scriptures) whereby coercion was rendered theologically
respectable. The expression found in Luke 14:23, “Constrain
them to come in,” rendered in Latin Compelle intrare, was
exactly what he needed in his running battle with the
Donatists.

The followers of Donatus were offering to secede from the
“fallen” Church and to go their own way, a step which the
advocates of “Christian sacralism” (Constantinianism) could
not permit, for it would strike at the very heart of their dream
of a faith common to all in the empire. Hence they let it be
known, early in the conflict, that schism would not be
permitted but would be opposed, if need be with arms.
Thereupon the Donatists pointed out that this would be to
deviate from the policies of the Master, who had not raised a
finger, much less a sword, to restrain people from going
away. More than that, when a sizable group walked out He

27 Leonard Verduin, The Reformers And Their Stepchildren, (Grand Rapids Wm. B.
Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1964), 65.
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had confronted His disciples with the wistful question, “Do
you not also want to go?*®

To this line of thought — the cogency of which had not escaped
him — Augustine replied:

I hear that you are quoting that which is recorded in the
Gospel, that when the seventy followers went back from the
Lord they were left to their own choice in this wicked and
impious desertion and that He said to the twelve remaining
'Do you not also want to go?' But what you fail to say is that
at the time the Church was only just beginning to burst forth
from the newly planted seed and that the saying had not yet
been fulfilled in her “All kings shall fall down before Him, all
nations shall serve him.” It is in proportion to the more
enlarged fulfillment of this prophecy that the Church now
wields greater power — so that she may now not only invite
but also compel men to embrace that which is good.
(Augustine's Letter to Donatus, No. 173 as printed in Select
Library of Nicene and Post Nicene Fathers, ed, Philip Schaff,
Vol. 1.) Here we have an early representation of the notion
that the Church of Christ was intended by its Founder to enter
into a situation radically different from the one depicted in the
New Testament. Here we have the beginnings of the notion,
which reigned supreme in the minds of men all through the
medieval times, that part way into the Christian era a change
was intended by the King of the Church himself — a change
whereby the world of apostolic times would become obsolete.
This change was identified with the Constantinian innovation.
This idea set forth by Augustine controlled the thought and
the theology of European man all through medieval times. It
led to all sorts of theological absurdities ...

28 It should not surprise anyone but should here be noted that Augustine of Hippo,
A.D. 345-480, did not quote the 1611 King James English of John 6:67”Will ye also
go away?” Augustine was more into Latin.

29 Leonard Verduin, The Reformers And Their Stepchildren, (Grand Rapids Wm. B.
Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1964), 65.
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So the stage for all Catholic error was set by their error in
scripturology. Of all things that needed to be reformed and rebuilt from
the ground up, none looms so important than this one because error
here will always bloom into acceptance of other more horrid error. The
basis of all faith and practice must be the plenary, verbally inspired,
inerrant, infallible words of God.
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lll. The Model Applied.

The spiraling model which can be systematically applied to the
baseline of Roman Catholic theology can likewise be systematically
applied to each of the splinter groups, theologies, and denominations
which came out of Catholicism when it collided with the philosophy
and ideology of the reformers. The image of an asteroid hurling
through space spiraling away from the center of truth is a feasible
picture of Roman Catholicism. That this asteroid will reach such a
distance from its epicenter that it is called mystery Babylon the mother
of harlots is very conceivable and adequately portrayed in such a
model. The collision of this out-spiraling asteroid with a force that
ruptures it into a multitude of fragments is also very conceivable.
These fragments, broken from the mother asteroid, scatter in every
direction and their scattering, tumbling, masses represent the many
splinters that come from the mother Roman Catholic Church. As they
tumble, spin, and collide, pieces break from these fragments and
proceed on still other trajectories. In the same fashion these splinters
tumble, spin, and collide to send out various other splinters. This
model is amazingly illustrative, and highly accurate. The majority of
'fragments' continue on the same course as their mother. One can
hardly discern the difference between the Episcopal and the Roman
Catholic Church. There is, however, a correct trajectory. One that is
ever zeroing in on the epicenter of truth, one occupied by Anabaptist,
Montanists, Waldensians, and the like. Some fragments took such a
different course from the trajectory of this mother asteroid that they
went to this correct trajectory, most did not.

Some might consider the force that collided with the mother
asteroid to the hand of God, but such is not altogether fitting. The
Roman Catholic Church had spiraled so far out and away from that
epicenter of truth dictated in the Holy Scriptures that the rational mind
of man could no longer tolerate its brazen folly. Catholicism, aided by
the Roman sword, had accumulated such totalitarian power and such a
perception of infallibility and authority that it collided with the rational
mind of man, who finally said, with 95 thesis, “this is wrong.” The
Protestant reformation was not initiated by the hand of God as much as
it was initiated by the rational mind of man. If the hand of God were
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more profoundly involved the change in trajectory would have been
more profoundly Biblical. Instead it is profoundly rational, and still
catering to Catholic Saint Augustine's rational philosophy. Such a
model is so revealing and insightful that one would want to plot out
each of the many trajectories encountered in the 353 major
denominations in this 20™ century.

Of particular insight is the understanding that Christianity
launched another asteroid on a correct spiral, one that zeros in on the
Scriptural truth. This one was launched from the 'school of Antioch'
and not from the 'school of Alexandria.' This one had a basis of
Scriptural accuracy, not a basis of Scriptures as allegorical fiction. This
one had a quest to search out the mind of God, not a quest to search
out the philosophy of man. This one had an ever zeroing-in spiral,
wherein truth is the mainstay of its epicenter, not the ever spiraling-out
and away from truth trajected by Roman Catholicism. In its own right,
such an analysis of these two trajectories enlighten marvelous insight
and comparisons.

So to, evaluating the trajectory of minor 'fragments' that set off on
a new course and continue to spew forth splinters and wild false
doctrines in perverse directions could well occupy the content of much
research and analysis. Presbyterians splintered-off Charles Taze
Russell, Joseph Smith, Ellen White, Mary Baker Glover Eddy, and a
myriad of other cults with crazy directions and confused trajectories.
By Robert Ingersol's own description he recoiled from his father's
Presbyterian God, who sent souls to an eternal hell because they were
so ordained to go there before God formed the world.** Any one of
these splinters and fragments, cults and denominations could receive
enlightening analysis by holding such a collided asteroid model to
even more scrutiny. Herein we restrain our analysis to examine one
major hurling tumbling cluster of debris pounded from the mother
asteroid, and set on a new trajectory; the cluster of debris called
Reformed Augustinian Theology. It must be assessed. Is the overall
trajectory of this debris an increasing spiral as was its mother or has

30 The author has read almost every work of Robert Ingersoll, founder of Atheism in
America, from his birthplace museum across the street from Good Samaritan Baptist
Church, in Dresden, N, where the author pastors. Ingersoll's father was Pastoring
the Presbyterian Church in Dresden at the time of Robert's birth.
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this spiraling, twisting conglomeration of debris set out on the
trajectory ever closing in on the epicenter of all truth? The thesis of
this work shows the conglomeration of debris called Reformed
Augustinian Theology is ever spiraling away from the epicenter of
truth, like the trajectory of its mother.
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IV. Reformed Theology's Reform of
Soteriology.

It is pertinent to begin analysis of Reformed Theology's trajectory
toward, or from truth with its position on 'so great salvation' which
theologians call soteriology. It is this wedge of Bible truth that drove
through the falsehood of Catholicism and splintered its momentous
misdirection into so many splinters and denominations. Martin Luther
broke from Rome's allegorical methods and boldly made the
proclamation “the just shall live by faith.” Not only in the sense that
one lives daily by faith, but more so that life eternal can only be
attained by faith alone. This hallmark declaration latched into the
soteriology of all the reformers, and should have been the banner cry
of every Protestant. It was not. Indeed most Protestants went back into
some sacramental framework of works salvation or baptismal
regeneration, to include infant baptism. Luther's hallmark revelation
was again swallowed up in 'a religious endeavor to reach God by good
works.' What of Reformed Augustinian Soteriology? How did it handle
the questions “who can be saved?”” How does one get saved? 'What
happens when one is saved? How assured is one of salvation? And
How long does one stay saved? It is unfortunate that even with these
very basic questions about so great salvation Reformed Augustinian
Theology does not score much better or more Biblical than does
Roman Catholicism.

A. Reform of Who can be saved?

Concerning 'Who can be saved?” the overriding Biblical principle
of voluntarism or the freewill of man is the quintessential ingredient
for Biblical soteriology. It was missing in Catholicism where salvation
became compulsory under Roman sword. It was no longer “Anyone
who wants to be saved can be saved”, as in “Whosoever will may
come”, but now, under Roman control, it became, “Be saved or die.”
After an ugly beginning Protestants eventually gave up the physical
sword for a compulsory salvation via baptism, but John Calvin (1509-
1564) held on to a compulsory salvation of sorts, and he also held onto
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the sword for other coercions by the state. The Presbyterian responded
to the cry of the Arminian 5 point "Whosoever will' with their own 5
point succinct model known as T-U-L-I-P, and this became the
hallmark of Reformed Augustinian Theology. With this model
compulsory salvation is accomplished with the Sovereignty of God. In
all Reformed Theology a soul is not saved because they are a
'whosoever will', voluntarily choosing to get saved. In all of Reformed
Theology a soul is saved only if they were chosen by a Sovereign God
before the foundation of the world.

Robert Johnson, a Former Director for The Institute of Reformed
Theology states this T-U-L-I-P dependence as follows:

There are other proposals for what makes theology
"Reformed." The syndics at the Council of the Synod of
Dordt (1618-1619: the full Canon of the Synod is available at
the web site of The Center for Reformed theology and
Apologetics), in their deliberations over what made Reformed
theology reformed, gave rise to a mnemonic: the Gospel in a
TULIP — Total depravity, Unconditional election, Limited
atonement, Irresistible grace and the Perseverance of the
saints.’!

In the very root of Reformed Theology's soteriology, the
conclusion is drawn that God in his absolute Sovereignty chose a tiny
number of souls, not yet created, which would be saved and the rest of
the not yet created souls would be damned to hell for all eternity.
There are a number of driving forces which systematically crowd one
to such a conclusion but the Bible is not one of them. Volumes of
books have been written trying to rationalize and justify this absolute
loss of volunteerism. Section X of this thesis more fully explores the
ill-gotten logic and loss of man's volunteerism. Here suffice it to say
that Biblically, when one receives Christ he becomes a Christian; when
one receives the 'Elect One' he becomes elect. In the Bible election
always has to do with service and never has to do with whether one
goes to heaven or to hell. And in the Bible there are only 5 specific

31 Theology, What is Reformed Theology,
http://www.reformedtheology.org/SiteFiles/ WhatIsRT.html, (accessed 11/11/2011).
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things ordained before the foundation of the world, and none of them
are souls that will, or will not receive salvation. Reformed Augustinian
Theology fails the 'whosoever will' test of voluntarism for salvation,
choosing rather to leave largely in place and unreformed a Roman
Catholic idea of a compulsory salvation.

Augustus Strong, was a Reformed Baptist of 1907; reformed
because during his 40 years at Rochester Theological Seminary he
“taught a theology that combined traditional reformed emphasis,
distinctive Baptist convictions on the organizations of churches and a
relative openness to modern ideas.”** He was Baptist because “he
served as the first president of the Northern Baptist Convention (now
Augustinian Baptist Churches in the U.S.A.)”** His Systematic
Theology proposes that God has “decreed to secure the actual
acceptance of this salvation on the part of some, or in other words, the
decree of election.”* Strong fusses to ensure his position is
sublapsarian® and not superlapsarian®® but takes no consideration at all
for eliminating mans free will with the election of souls for salvation
before the foundation of the world. Strong does not even address the
loss of 'whosoever will may come.' Thiessen of 1949 was somewhat
less reformed and a bit more Baptist; reformed because of his stance
on reformed doctrines; a Baptist because of his presidency of a Baptist
College, and only 'a bit more Baptist, because he refused to be called
fundamental during the neo-evangelical rise, and the Baptist college
where he was president until 1947, turned to be the neo-evangelical
Master's College upon his death. Thiessen, espousing reformed
theologies of decrees and election, and feeling bad about the sabotage
of mans free will, comes up with a worthy rationalization. In this
rationalization, before the foundation of the world God's election of
souls for salvation was actually accomplished by His keen
foreknowledge instead of an arbitrary selection process. Perhaps, he

32 Christian Classics Ethereal Library, Biography:Augustus Hopkins Strong,
http://www.ccel.org/s/strong (accessed 11/11/2011).

33. Ibid.

34 Augustus H. Strong, Systematic Theology, Vol III Ch II Sect I, (Philadelphia,
Valley Forge PA, The Judson Press, 1907, 35th printing 1993 ) 778.

35 A sublapsarian view holds that Christ died, at least in some sense, also for the
whole world.

36 A superlapsarian view holds that Christ died only for 'the elect.’
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reasons, in God's infinite foreknowledge, He can 'see’ who would have
voluntarily choose salvation and He then Sovereignly choose them for
eternal salvation. Just the same, some get in and some do not, and all
lose the volunteerism of free will. Despite his noble effort to
rationalize his final thesis is that God by some means, perhaps His
foreknowledge of what a person might choose or not choose, God
chooses, before the foundation of the world, who gets in and who goes
to hell. Individual man, still, has no will nor say one way or another.
Reformed Theology like Roman Catholicism before it, eliminates the
volunteerism from salvation and free will from human life, ergo it
cannot and it does not align with Scripture which says: “Whosoever
therefore shall confess me before men, Mt 10:32, Lu 12:8” or
“whosoever shall not be offended in me Mt 11:6, Lu 7:23” or
“whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, Mt
12:50, Mr 3:35” or “whosoever will save his life, Mt 16:25” or
“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself, Mt 18:4” or “Whosoever
will come after me, Mr 8:34” or “whosoever shall receive me, Mr
9:37, Lu 9:48” or “Whosoever cometh to me, Lu 6:47” or “whosoever
drinketh of the water that I shall give him, Joh 4:14” or “whosoever
liveth and believeth in me Joh 11:26” or “through his name whosoever
believeth in him Ac 10:43, Joh 3:15” or “whosoever believeth on him
R0 9:33, Ro 10:11” or “ whosoever believeth on me Joh 12:46” or
“whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Rom
10:13” “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” ... “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be
ashamed.”

The volunteerism of man, especially as it relates to salvation, so
prevalent in the Holy Bible, is not present in Roman Catholic
Soteriology. The reformers, particularly John Calvin, the author and
founder of Reformed Augustinian Theology, did not reform this error,
instead we find that all volunteerism for salvation, and all free-will of
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man is forfeited for the absolute Sovereignty of God. In this case the
reform is almost worse than the original error, it is at least far more
subtle. At least, however, there are no magistrates with swords
involved.

B. Reform of How does one get saved?

Concerning “How does one get saved?” The need for reformation
and indeed the initial call for reformation reverberated around this very
question. Catholicism's extraction of Old Testament law and Old
Testament works in their misrepresentation and allegorizing of the Old
Testament Scripture certainly needed a reformation. Their brazen
insertion of 'penance' everywhere the Scripture spoke of 'repentance’;
their callous switching to a 'priesthood' each time Scripture referenced
'presbytery' and their insertion of 'sacraments', when God intended the
'mystery' of the gospel to be revealed, is detrimental to Biblical
soteriology. All of this developed into a religious system of works
whereby one generated their own righteousness until there was
perhaps enough 'self churned' righteousness, penance, and suffering
accumulated to get you into heaven. If you had some left over, like
surely Mother Theresa did, the Catholic Church declared you a saint
and allowed you to make some of your excess available to others who
asked “pray for us sinners.” Yes, this system needed reformation and
when the Roman Catholic Church began selling indulgences, like free
tickets to heaven, the rational mind of man cried out for it. Although
most Protestant denominations which fractured off from the Mother
Catholic Church continued on a trajectory whereby salvation was by
works and remission of sin was by baptismal regeneration, the
Reformed Theology of John Calvin did not. Salvation was attained by
grace through faith. The just shall live by faith. There is no works one
can do,no mysterious sacrament the Roman Catholic Church could
give you whereby you could generate your own righteousness. Indeed
the righteousness of man is as filthy rags to God, and even the plowing
of man is sinful. The complete reformation of a system of salvation by
works was so very complete that in reformed theology, not only is
there no works you can do to attain salvation, there is no 'thing', of any
sort, that you can do, you cannot even seek God, nor repent, nor pray a
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sinner's prayer. In their model man is not just dead in trespasses and
sin, he is stone dead with no rational working mind or volitional will.
Ergo, how does one get saved in reformed theology? One way alone, it
is if God chose you before the foundation of the world, other than that,
there is nothing you can 'do' to be saved .... nothing.

In reformed theology, then and now, with no change in course,
with a 'locked-in” trajectory, salvation is only attained by being chosen
and foreknown (or foreknown and chose) and that choosing and
election is only logically fitting when it is accomplished before the
foundation of the world. Not only is voluntarism eliminated, but God's
described method is frustrated. Reformed Augustinian Theology needs
major reformation in this area.

Biblically there IS something one must 'do’ to be saved. One must
confess, one must believe; “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation. For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him
shall not be ashamed. ... For whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved” (Rom.10:9-11,13). One must 'work'; “Then
said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of
God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God,
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (John 6:28-29). One must
'strive'; “Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved?
And he said unto them, Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, [
say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able” (Luk.13:23-
24). One must 'seek'; “But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy
God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with
all thy soul” (Deut 4:29). There are some things one must 'do' to be
saved, and they must do them voluntarily.

C. Reform of What happens when one is saved?

Concerning 'What happens when one is saved?', Reformed
Augustinian Theology, here, made a complete transformation from the
error of Catholicism. They strongly contend that one is converted by
repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ, justified by a
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declaration of the father, quickened by the power of God, indwelt by
the Holy Spirit of God, and baptized into the body of Christ. (The
exact explanation, intent, and understanding of this latter act may vary
widely amongst evangelicals.) However, their previous
misrepresentations of souls being elect to receive salvation and their
model of one starting out dead, and dead totally, with no volitional will
toward God, causes them to instigate a sequential order for these 5
otherwise instantaneous occurrences. Since man is so dead in total
depravity, they reason, he must first be quickened before he can be
converted. Ergo God only quickens a soul which he has chosen for
conversion and this quickening is done when? Just prior to ones
conversion.... no; just prior to God drawing a soul to himself.... no; just
after ones age of accountability.... no; just after ones birth.... no;
actually just after ones conception, or perhaps at the creation/insertion
of ones soul, or perhaps.... even speculated by many.... before the
foundation of the earth! That, in speculation, is when elect souls are
quickened. This is an ugly chink in Reformed Augustinian armor but is
necessitated and argued add-nauseous in order to defend their model of
the 'dead in trespasses and sin,' and its corresponding Tulip petal, the
total depravity of man. The question of the timing for this quickening
does periodically get reformed, but it is always sequentially separated
from the new birth. Ergo, the placement of quickening back into the
instantaneous new birth of a soul can not be successfully accomplished
by Reformed Augustinian Theology.

In Bible truth all five of these events, 1) Conversion, 2)
Justification, 3) Quickening, 4) Indwelling, and 5) Baptism into Christ,
occur simultaneously and they occur at the time of ones new birth.
John Calvin, whose rational mind was obsessed with this complete
loss of volunteerism, in all his hallowed Institutes, could not, and did
not, completely account for this characteristic of what happened to a
person when they get born-again saved. The Presbyterians who
rounded out the formation of Reformed Augustinian Theology drove it
even further from the truth with their 1618 Synod of Dordt and the
formation of the infamous T-U-L-I-P. Reformed Augustinian Theology
will rationalize this error in volumes of books but they will not discard
that little flower of error.

37



Reformed Theology's Reformations

D. Reform of The Assurance of Ones Salvation?

Concerning the assurance of ones salvation the reformation from
Catholicism's system of works salvation was complete enough in
Reformed Theology. They recite the verses “These (things) are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing ye might have life through his name” (John 20:31);
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear
shall live” (John 5:25); “And this is the record, that God hath given to
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath
life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things
have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God;
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on
the name of the Son of God” (John 5:11-13); and “The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God” (Rom
8:16). Although they can recite these verses with us there is a deep
rooted difference in how they are pondered. Other verses can be more
troublesome verses that appeal to the overall voluntarism of salvation;
verses like. “Ye are in the spirit If so be that the spirit of God dwelleth
in you. Now if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of
his.... if Christ be in you.... if the Spirit.... dwell in you” (Rom. 8), or
ideas like “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, ... work
out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil.2:12). Recall
that in Reformed Theology you are not saved by anything you 'do';
you are saved by being chosen before the foundation of the world.
Your assurance is an assurance that you were one of the chosen ones
and not an assurance that you were converted, justified, quickened,
indwelt and baptized into Christ. The latter comes from a written
promise that can be held out and examined, it is the 'substance of
things hoped for the evidence of things not seen', the former comes
from a warm fuzzy feeling that you are one of those chosen ones. It
relies on a rationalized idea of how God must have done things before
the foundation of the world. There is a difference, and as long as
Reformed Theology rests on the notion that you are saved because you
are chosen before the foundation of the world there will be a stigma on
the assurance of salvation issue, (i.e. how can you work out your own
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salvation? What can you 'do' if the spirit does not dwell in you or if it
does not bear witness with yours? In reformed theology there is
nothing you can do!) One saved by being chosen for salvation before
the foundation of the world can not look back on their voluntary
decision to accept Christ and find an assurance that Christ will keep
his promise, they must look back to a rationalization of a doctrine of
election and find an assurance that they were a chosen one. Reformed
assurance differs from Bible assurance.

E. Reform of How long one is saved for?

Concerning how long one is saved, again Reformed Theology so
reformed the Roman Catholic establishment of works salvation that
scarcely a trace of “enduring to the end” is to be found. 'Once saved,
always saved,' is embedded in Reformed Theology because if God
chose you for salvation before the foundation of the world, he could
not very well un-choose you in the middle of your life, no matter how
vile an act or thought you have committed. Although this premise is
Biblical the rational here it is again twisted because the election of
souls for salvation rational is twisted. Biblically, 'once saved, always
saved' is true because the work God did in you to quicken you cannot
rightly be undone; the declaration made when God declared you
justified, cannot be undeclared; the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the
believer is sealed, and cannot be unsealed, and the baptism whereby
one has been baptized into Christ is so through an immersion that one
cannot come back out of there. No matter what dastardly deed you
might contemplate or do, these assured occurrences cannot be undone.
“If so be the Spirit of God dwells in you,” you are secure eternally
because he saved you; not because because He chose you, or even
because you chose Him, but because there was a transaction
accomplished, a new birth as Jesus described it, and that transaction is
eternal. Take note that eternal security is not even because you
volunteered, or voluntarily chose him as your Saviour, but because He
acted; and there was a transaction accomplished and that transaction is
eternal.
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V. Reform Theology's Failures in
Ecclesiology.

The idea that there is to be one authoritarian universal (or
Catholic) “Mother of all Churches” with all individual diocese regions
and lesser churches looking to and dependent on her for all authority
control and rule is completely and categorically un-Scriptural. That
concept is in dire need of complete reformation. The tyrannical rule of
the Roman Catholic Church, as well as the Church of England was
indeed another major reason why the rational mind of man did finally
rebel and strive to reform such a Jezebel. But alas the reformers could
not bring themselves to go all the way back to a Biblical model.

A Biblical model of control and leadership is where independent,
autonomously controlled, local congregational bodies of believers
determined their own authority, their own doctrine and their own
practice. Instead of this model there was an explosion of
denominations with denominational controls, each wanting to be in
charge of all; each attempting to wield authority over another lesser
Ecclesia (gathered, assemblies of believers); and each thinking in this
rupture of their mother church that there must still remain a Supreme,
Mother, Universal or Catholic Church. This indeed was troublous
times for Anabaptist , Monetanists, Waldensians and the few remaining
unslain Donatists who knew the importance and Scriptural precedence
for autonomous local bodies of believers, and new the importance of
believers baptism. They were being persecuted and slain not only by
Rome and England but now by every totalitarian denominational
authority that thought only their baptisms were proper.

In his book History of Baptist Vol 1 John T. Christian writes:

That there were many persons called Anabaptists who
were fanatics there is no doubt. When it is remembered,
however, that the worst of outrages were committed against
them, and that they were hunted like wild beasts, that their
women were attack, that they were drowned in rivers and
burnt at the stake, that every means of exasperation was used
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against them, we are only surprised that they were as
moderate as they were.”’

Christian's History of Baptist shows this bad ecclisiology of
Roman Catholicism migrated well into protestant reformers
ecclisiology:

The Council of St. Gall, at the instigation of Zwingli, it is
alleged, determined to rid themselves of the "Dippers." As the
Baptists dipped for baptism they were to be drowned for
punishment. The edict is as follows:

In order that the dangerous, wicked. turbulent and
seditious sect of the Baptists may be eradicated, we have thus
decreed: If any one is suspected of rebaptism, he is to be
warned by the magistracy to leave the territory under penalty
of the designated punishment. Every person is obliged to
report those favorable to rebaptism. Whoever shall not
comply with this ordinance is liable to punishment according
to the sentence of the magistracy. Teachers of rebaptism,
baptizing preachers, and leaders of hedge meetings are to be
drowned. Those previously released from prison who have
sworn to desist from such things, shall incur the same penalty.
Foreign Baptists are to be driven out; if they return they shall
be drowned. No one is allowed to secede from the
(Zwinglian) church and to absent himself from the Holy
Supper. Whoever flees from one jurisdiction to another shall
be banished or extradited upon demand (Simler, Sammlung, I.
ii. p. 449)®

The edict from the counsel of St. Gall was extended in March of
1530 to include the statement: “All who adhere to or favor the false
sect of the Baptists, and who attend hedge-meetings, shall suffer the
most severe punishments. Baptist leaders, their followers, and

37 John T. Christian, A History of the Baptists, (Providence Baptist Ministries, PBM
Desktop Publications, Granbury, Texas, 2006), 66.
38 Ibid., 82 .
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protectors shall be drowned without mercy.”** The reformers continued
in the ecclesiology of their Mother Church, keeping the Universal,
Catholic Church in their doctrine, but more troubling is that they kept
the tyrannical aspects of Roman Catholicism in their persecution of
Baptists.

What then did Reform Augustinian Theology reform in Roman
Catholic tyrannical ecclesiology? Did they spiral all the way back to a
Biblical model of local autonomous Churches with no Universal,
Catholic Church? No not exactly. Even Thiessen holds onto the
Catholicness of the Church.

The theological issues of ecclesiology is best contrasted against
Thiessen's catholic church concept by Cambron's local church
description. Therein he states

While we believe that the Body of Christ is composed of
all believers form Pentecost to the Rapture, we do stress the
importance of the /ocal church, or assembly. The local
assembly is the physical body by which the Body (Church) is
manifested. God stresses the importance of the local church
by giving it officers and ordinances. He who is ashamed of
the local assembly is ashamed of that which was established
at Pentecost. The local church, as well as the Body of Christ,
was established at Pentecost.*

That opening paragraph modestly captures the Bible and Baptist
emphasis on the local Church rather than the catholic Church which
Thiessen's reformed position continually emphasizes. A strong
emphasis on the catholicness of the Church overspreads all of
Reformed ecclesiology.

While Thiessen soft shoes and completely side steps the exactness
of the word ecclesia, Cambron and Ryrie both accentuate its
importance. The fact that the Bible and Baptists exaggerate the Local
Church over the Catholic Church is captured effectively in the
'assembling' and 'assembly’ ingredients of the definition of eccleisa.

39 Ibid.
40 Mark G. Cambron, Bible Docrtines, (Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, 1954), 214.
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Thiessen leaves it off completely because it does not fit his concept of
the Catholic Church. Nor does he readily give a definition of Church,
nor does he address the misgivings about its definition. He points out 3
things the church is not, (not Judaism improved, the kingdom, or a
denomination) and then says the church (yet undefined) is considered
in two senses, catholic (universal) and local. Finally on pg 408, under
his universal sense he gives a secondary definition of “A group of
people called out from the world and belonging to God.”*' Consider
that the 'catholic church' as an assembled body, will not be assembled
until the rapture of the whole Church, (consider also that the Reformed
Theologian does not believe that rapture will occur.) A thorough
definition of ecclesia is essential to seeing the Bible and the Baptist's
emphasis on the assembly of the Local Church. 'Ecclesia’ is properly
defined as: the called together (often misnomered 'called out')
assembly of believers in Jesus Christ. If there is no assembling there is
no Church body, but where 2 or 3 are assembled, there is a Church
with His authority (Matt 18:20). Although the assembly is not to be
confused with a catholic church, a universal body or an invisible
church, there are a few uses of the ecclesia to refer to the people
themselves whether assembled or not.* The 'Church' is an English
rendition, not a translation or a transliteration for the NT word
'ecclesia’

“The English word 'church' comes from the Greek word kuriakos,
which means 'belonging to the Lord.' This adjective occurs only twice
in the New Testament: It is used of the Supper of the Lord (1Cor
11:20), and of the Lord's Day (Rev 1:10).”*

When it comes to the founding of the Church no theology book
addresses the Bible truth as thoroughly as Roy Mason does. His
purpose in writing is to show the perpetuity of the Baptist's Biblical
doctrine and he thus puts great emphasis on the founding and
organization of the local Church over any “universal, invisible theory”
of a Church. Mason establishes well that Jesus founded the Church,
not at Pentecost when all the theologians insist, but prior to his

41 Henry Clarence Thiessen, Introductory Lectures in Systematic Theology, 405-408.
42 Mark G. Cambron, Bible Doctrines. Beliefs That Matter, (Zondervan Publishing
House, Grand Rapids, Michigan), 213.

43 Henry Clarence Thiessen, Introductory Lectures in Systematic Theology, 407.
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ascension. When Jesus was with them, he establishes the body of
assembled believers, (the ecclesia) which 1) had the Gospel, 2) were
baptized believers, 3) had an organization, 4) had the proper Head, 5)
had both the proper ordinances, 6) had the Great Commission, and 7)
had met and were meeting prior to Pentecost.* That is a description of
a founded Local Church. NOT invisible, NOT catholic, but founded
and local.

The Reformed Augustinian ecclesiology which defines the
Church, like the Roman Catholics, as the Universal, Catholic
collection, but not assembly, of ALL believers under a single head, is
wholly inadequate and very unScriptural. The Bible principle is that
when one gets saved, they become a member of the family, not a
member of a Church or body of believers; when they are baptized by a
group of believers that assemble and have Mason's 7 ingredients, they
become members with that group in that local body. This compasses a
good systematic understanding which develops a good Biblical
ecclesiology never developed by reformers.

44 Roy Mason, The Church That Jesus Built, (Challenge Press, Lehigh Valley
Baptist Church, Emmaus PA), 18.
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VI. Reform Theology's Failures in
Eschatology.

An overwhelming and systematic failure of Reform Theology is
evidenced in its wholesale acceptance of Catholic Doctrine of last
things, or Eschatology. Indulgences, Sacraments and Penance
doctrines logically demanded that Catholic soteriology be overthrown
and over hauled with major reforms. Likewise Catholic authoritarian
and tyrannical slaughter of millions logically demanded that Roman
Catholic ecclesiology be overthrown and overhauled and it received
inadequate treatment by reformers. But the idea that God's promises
to Israel, her restoration into the promised land, her wholesale
salvation from all the nations of the world, and her reestablished
throne of David to be occupied by the Lord Jesus Christ for a 1,000
year reign, ... such Biblical promise was still logically and perceptibly
inconceivable to reformers. Reformed Augustinian Theologians
refused to reform Catholic Eschatology, instead only a couple of minor
patches were in store for this massive and now diabolical categorical
denial of Scripture.

Covenant Theology is the patch work quilt used to provide a
scholarly cover up for the brazen denial of literal Scripture. The
rejection and scoffing of the millennial reign of Christ, was not to be
reformed. The primary tool for this blatant rejection of Scripture truth
is the hermeneutical methods developed by the Catholic Church
Fathers, Clement of Alexandria and Origin of Alexandria. There
allegorical method, whereby Scripture “conceals a secret hidden
meaning that only the supremely spiritually astute can see and
comprehend” caused, and causes, unmitigated problems. This same
myth of allegory caused a caste system of clergy vs laity to grow and
flourish. This lording of clergy over laity is called out in Revelations
as the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.* Ergo it is called out in the very
book that reformers most wanted to allegorize, the Revelation of Jesus

45 'Nicolaitans' is the combination of two Greek words, referencing the victor of the
people and the destruction of the people, it also contains syntax of the 'laity’ which
comes from the middle English for non-specialized people. 'Nicolaitans' is thus, by
linguistics, a reference to a professional 'clergy’ raising victorious and lording over a
non-specialized 'laity.' Clearly a thing which the Lord hates.
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Christ.* This Nicolaitan doctrine is hated by the Lord, but coveted by
Protestants. Covenant Theology and its A-millennial prospectus is set
at odds with the literal rendering of Scripture which purports a
Dispensational Theology. Ergo the battle lines are drawn. It is wise to
step back and take in the big picture wherein one realizes that
Covenant Theology is Roman Catholic Eschatology repackaged. This
bad doctrine of last things initiated from the Greek philosophy of
Alexandria Egypt is a philosophy that has gone through the whole of
the reformation without receiving any of its own.

A. Dispensational Theology vs Covenant
Theology

Theology books do not distinguish well between Biblical
Dispensational Theology, and Reformed Augustinian Covenant
Theology. The best coverage of the two was found in Virkler's
Hermeneutics Book, but Virkler's coverage is quite bias towards the
reformed position. A dispensation is “a period of time during which
man is tested in respect of obedience to some specific revelation of the
will of God.”” The seven dispensations outlined in Scripture and
presented by C.I. Scofield® are:

1) Dispensation of Innocence or Freedom Gen 1:28-3:6

2) Dispensation of Conscience Gen 4:1-8:14

3) Dispensation of Civil Government Gen 8:15-11:0

4) Dispensation of Promise Gen 11:10-Exod 18:27

5) Dispensation of Mosaic Law Exod 18:27-Acts 1:26

6) Dispensation of Grace Acts 2:1-Rev 19:21

7) Dispensation of the Millennium Rev 20

Dispensationalism has its origin in the Scriptures and a good
hermeneutical exegesis. When Jesus says he WILL build his Church,

46 The Lord Jesus Christ's message to the Church at Ephesus said “But this thou
hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.” His message to
the Church at Pergamos was “So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.” (Rev 2:6, 15)

47 Henry A. Virkler, Hermeneutics, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007),
127.

48 C.I. Scofield, The Scofield Reference Bible, (Oxford University Press, Inc., 1909),
5.
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and we have a NEW covenant, Bible believers tend to believe Him
over what Catholic Saint Augustine believed. Covenant Theology has
its origin in Reformed Theology's unreformed Catholic error about the
Church and its dismissal of Israel as God's chosen People. This error
was rooted in their Alexandrian philosophers and Church Fathers, to
include Catholic Saint Augustine.

Dispensationalism is found always holding to the exact accuracy,
inerrancy, infallibility, and literalness of Scripture, as did Christ.
Virkler accuses dispensationalists of inserting discontinuity in the
'pattern of salvation', but if any discontinuity truly exists it occurs
because God intended it, and revealed it in His Word. Virkler accuses
that dispensationalism was developed in 'stages of development'; as if
it was therein invented, but if there have been stages they are stages of
resurgence. It is only because dispensationalism has long been
squelched out by Catholic and Reformed Augustinain Theologians that
it is finding resurgence in these last 100 years. The 20" century recall
and re-establishment of dispensationalism as a doctrine of Protestant
denominations® has thus seen the following steps:

1. John Nelson Darby (1800-82) and the British Plymouth
Brethern worded it.

2. The Niagara Bible Conferences in the late 1800s reworded it.

3. The Scofield Reference Bible in 1909, worded it well. C.I.
Scofield attended that Niagara Bible Conference.

4. Lewis Sperry Chafer developed multi-volume Systematic
Theology promoting Scofield's dispensational delineation, and

5. In 1965 Charles Ryrie's Dispensationalism Today